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FROM
THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
SENIOR GAMES:
Our 8th Annual Senior Games were held
June 5 and once again we had a terrific attendance. The weather was chilly but even the sun came out
at the end of the day! Congratulations to all the clubs and
thanks again to all the presenters. See pages 24, 25 and 26
of this issue for more on the Senior Games.
SUMMER/FALL EVENTS BROCHURE:
Be on the look out for our sky blue brochure Fiddles,
Festivals, & Fun! This year’s Summer/Fall brochure is
over-flowing with information on dances, festivals,
concerts, ceilidhs, special events and outdoor activities.
Some very special festivities taking place this summer
include Inverness’s Centennial Celebrations, St.
Joseph du Moine’s 125th Anniversary, and the Congrès
Mondial in Chéticamp and surrounding areas. Lots to see
and do from summer right into the fall.
Our local museums and cultural centre staffs eagerly
await your visit! Take some time this summer with family
and friends and discover what’s happening in Inverness
County!
[The Recreation/Tourism Department works closely with
community groups throughout the County helping promote
fund raising activities and assisting with employment opportunities. We would like to encourage county residents and
visitors alike to support the local festivals and events, museums and cultural centres and enjoy what they have to offer!]
KIDS OF STEEL 2004:
Kids of Steel (KOS) triathlons are designed to offer kids
and young adults the opportunity to experience the sport
of triathlon in a positive environment. The distances are
much shorter than those in adult triathlons and change as
participants mature, and are such that most kids should be
fit enough to finish the race successfully and have fun at
the same time.
This year “Kids of Steel” will be held Saturday, July 24
at the Al MacInnis Sports Centre. Applications are
available locally or by contacting Coline MacEachern at
625-2594 or email: coline.maceachern@strait.ednet.ns.ca.
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Interesting tidbits for Acadian families and
residents of the Chéticamp area - perhaps some of
these will assist people in fleshing out their family
histories so that ancestors become more than just
names and dates:
1. On 29 December 1812, John LeLeivre (sic)
received a Crown Lease for a lot of land at
Chéticamp. The lot was located along the shore,
from the corner of a lot in the name of Peter
Briard to the entrance of a small brook to the
harbour. 145 acres - as recorded in Registry of
Deeds, Sydney.
2. In 1815, a John LeFevre with wife Elizabeth, sold
a lot of land at the Gut of Canso to Douce Belhace
This had been received by deed in 1806 from James
Sangster of Plaster Cove. On file, Sydney Registry.
3. In November of 1900, in the publication dated
26 November, the Sydney Daily Record reported that
the schooner St. Olaf, with Captain LeMaistre, went
down with the loss of all hands. It had been in
operation carrying goods and people from Port
Pictou to ports on western Cape Breton and the
Magdalen Islands.
4. As reported in the Mactalla newspaper in 1896,

Marie à Willie à Hélène (Polycarpe) Aucoin sits at her
frame outdoors in Chéticamp hooking a rug, while her
grandson, Réal à Chester à Dougal (holding his puppy,
Rusty), looks on. Photo c. 1957.
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the fishing ship “Fortuna” rammed a steamship in
the harbour at Boston, Massachusetts. Two of the
crew who were lost were from Chéticamp - names
not given.
5. In the North Sydney Herald issue of the 8th of
April of 1896, in the social notes, it was reported
that Thomas LeBrun of Grand Étang spent a holiday
in Arichat.
6. In the North Sydney Herald of 10 June, the following item appeared:
“The people of Chéticamp may well feel proud of
their new promising physician, Robert Oswald
Ross, B. A., M. D., M. S., of Margaree, who two
years ago, won the season anatomy prize at
McGill Medical College. Offered the position of
House Surgeon at the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Dr. Ross preferred to practice at Chéticamp.”
7. In the North Sydney Herald, in the issue of
9 February 1887, the wreck of the schooner “C.
Graham” was reported. Although an earlier report
stated that all hands were lost when the schooner (en
route from Bermuda to Halifax) was dashed to
pieces on the shoals at Shad Bay, Halifax County,
five of the crew — including Captain Thomas
Bourdot (sic), a native of Chéticamp — were
rescued.
Boudrot is described as, “A wiry, weather beaten,
Acadian sailor of about forty-five years.” He
described the event as follows: “heavy gales and high
seas found the ship under water . . . and the ship was
among high breakers off Halifax. Our only hope
was to chop away the mast. The mast made a bridge
from the vessel. At daylight we were on a rock
known as Dover Castle. The rock is about ten yards
wide, twenty yards long and stands about eighty feet
above sea level.” They remained there for thirty-six
hours until rescued.
8. In the Acadian Recorder, which was a Halifax
newspaper in the issue of 29 January 1825, the
following marriages at Arichat were reported: On 10
January 1825, the following couples were married Ancestors continues next page
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(names appear here as spelled in the paper):
1. Peter Boudrot and Frances Belfontain.
2. Peter LeMarchand and Charlotte Fougere.
3. Peter Boudrot and Harriet Geriot.
4. Urban Landry and Lucy Petepas.
5. Francis Langlois and Mary LeBlonc.
6. Paul Gerior and Maryanna LeVash.
7. Charles Bourdrot and Margaret Tario.
8. Benjamin Tario and Mariette Landry.
9. Simon LeBlonch and Genevieve Landry.
10. Peter Lubert and Ann Martel.
11. John Boudrot and Adelaid Gerior.
12. John Martell and Rosalie Bourdrot.
13. John Hureau and Adelaid LeBlonc.
14. Pepin Porier and Melong Boudrot.
15. Joseph Gerior and Celiste LeBlonc.
(as printed in “Nova Scotia Vital Statistics from
Newspapers 1823-1828” by the Genealogical
Committee of the Nova Scotia Historical Society).
ACADIA - ORIGIN OF THE NAME:
In 1524, Giovanni da Verrazzano (whose name is
attached to the Verazzano Straits in New York
Harbour), sailed along the North American
coastline. As an explorer and a drawer of maps, he
applied the name Arcadia to a large section land
since he was impressed by its beauty and its forests.
The name had been used for centuries in Greece and
by the Romans to refer to an imaginary paradise,
sort of like Eden, taken from a section of northern
Greece where people were said to live in simplicity
and ease with much fertility of soil.
One theory about the name Acadia is that the
name stuck to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick long
after the time of Verazzano. The name appears on
many documents and is spelled in a variety of ways:
“Acadye” and “LaCadie” and “Larcadie”, etc.
Through the years the “r” found in the original
name disappeared and the word Acadia or L’Acadie
came to be most commonly used.
To the incoming settlers, the district seemed
appropriately named so they used it and came to be
called the people of that place; hence Acadians, a
people living simple lives in an area which was
fertile with an abundance of trees and berries and
fish and animals.
Others think that the word may come from a
Mi’kmaq word “cadie”, as found in Tracadie and
The Participaper

Shubenacadie, - a root word suggesting a “place.”
And the theory is suggested by the geographer,
Ganong, that Acadia comes from that source and
was received from the First Nations people by the
incoming French settlers.
Most authorities seem to favour now the first
origin. It has been suggested the word may be a
Continues next page...ANCESTORS

SOME EVENTS IN ACADIAN HISTORY:
1524 - Explorer Verrazzano applies name
Arcadia to a large area of North America.
1604 - Arrival of French settlers.
1605 - Establishment of a settlement at Port
Royal.
1719 - British assume control of Arcadia/
Acadia with the exception of Prince Edward
Island and Cape Breton Island.
1755-1763 - expulsion and deportation of
Acadians and their dispersal in colonies of
North America and overseas to England and
France and some to the Caribbean.
1758 - Louisbourg taken by British forces.
1764 - Groups of Acadians begin to settle
again in parts of Nova Scotia and Cape
Breton
1775 - Some returning Acadians again
deported at time of American Revolution.
1783 - End of American revolution and
return of many Acadians and settlement of
some families in Chéticamp and Margaree
Harbour.
1847 - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
publishes the story “Evangeline: A tale of
Acadie”, in which he popularizes through
fiction the story of the expulsion and
deportation of the Acadians; and invents a
fictitious person named Evangeline who
comes to be a symbol and a useful character
for tourist promotion.
1881 - First Acadian National Conference:
Held at Memramcook, New Brunswick.
1907 - Start of park at Grand Pré, with
legislation following in 1908 from the Nova
Scotia Legislature to protect the area.
1963 - Establishment of Université de
Moncton.
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combination of both possible origins. So the
word stands and is widely appreciated.
SHIPBUILDING - ACADIAN FAMILIES MOUTH OF
MARGAREE TO CHÉTICAMP IN THE 1800S.
The following list is to be found in John
Parker’s book Cape Breton Ships and Men,
published in 1967. Not all of the vessels built
were actually registered in the ship registry in
Sydney or later in Arichat.
It would be very interesting to know if any
descendants of the builders and owners know
more about these ships. A published registry
of vessels was compiled by T. R. DeWolf in
1865 - the title Registry of Nova Scotia
Shipping.

Three dressed up young men, pictured in 1915 when they
worked in the New Glasgow steel plant.
Pictured l - r: William Smith of Hillsborough, John A. Basker
of Mull River, Theophilus Smith of Hillsborough.
Photo from the MacFarlane Collection

NAME
TONS
YEAR
(Spelling of names are as written in the register)
1. Assistance
43
1838
2. Harriet
30
1841
3. Ellen
36
1843
4. Susan
37
1843
5. Mary
28
1846
6. Angelique
27
1847
7. Young Henry
51
1848
8. Lucy
33
1850
9. Swallow
(u/k)
1851
10. Lucy
26
1852
11. Fousine
25
1854
12. Messenger
22
1854
13. Dispatch
32
1856
14. Snow Squall
46
1857
15. Happy Return
24
1858
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Vincent
Mary Hart
Three Brothers
Three Brothers
Saint Mary
Messenger

33
27
24
27
25
29

1859
1859
1860
1860
1861
1861

OWNER
M. LeBlanc
Lazar White (probably LeBlanc)
Joseph Chasson (sic)
John Chaisson
P. LeBlanc
Aubert LeBlanc
Michael Gallant
Charles Boudrot
Gervaise LeGros
M. Mallet
Gilbert Hatchet
L. Chasson (sic)
B and L LeBlanc
Placide Chaisson
Joseph Doucet (foundered with
crew of 3 at Margaree Harbour)
Stanislaus Bourdrot
Michael Millet
Plycap Chasson
Moses Poirier
Varsang Boudrot
J. Bourgeois,
Ernst Bourdrot,
Dr. C.P. Bissett &
J. Burgess

(It should be noted that other vessels were built at Chéticamp and Margaree by the Robin Company, the Taylor
and the Lawrence families).
Ancestors continues next page
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was the late John K. and a cousin to James
McDonald of West Bay).
2. In 24 March 1888 issue, a farm and valuable mill
at West Bay was advertised for sale - known as
Pringle’s Mills - “a splendid stone structure with all
the machinery, carding mill with picker - stream is
one of the best in Cape Breton - 300 acres attached”
- Apply to James McDonald, Merchant, West Bay.
(Does anybody have a picture of this grist mill? )
3. A bogus announcement of marriage was “sent by
an unknown person” and “is regretted by this
paper.” The announcement, which was published
previously, stated that Mr A. D. McLellan, Joiner,
Margaree, would marry the widow of the late Angus
Porrior. “Mr McLellan wrote the Herald asking that
an emphatic denial be published.” (Was this a
practical joke - who knows?)

INVERNESS COUNTY
GENEALOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL TIDBITS
FROM NEWSPAPERS:
From North Sydney
Herald 1887:
1. Marriage of Sarah
McKinnon, Lake
Ainslie, to Coll
Campbell, Esq.,
Whycocomagh, 10
March 1887 (this is
John “Christy” MacDonald
Coll who carved the
(1878 - 1948), of
noted tombstones in
Hillsborough. A “tramp
the area).
2. John McInnis, North miner” in Colorado, MonNorth Sydney Herald - March 1895
tana and California. When
Lake Ainslie, married
1. Neil Maclnnis of Inverness County elected M.P.
home on a visit to Cape
6 April 1887 to Mary
Breton in 1915, he decided to in Minnesota (probably not M.P., there is no
McInnis of “Points”
parliament in Minnesota - however, could be senator
have some fun and dressed up
Mabou.
to resemble a clan chieftain.
or representative).
Photo from the MacFarlane Collection
(Can any of our readers
2. Archy Gillis of Skye Glen elected M.P. in
tell us where the “Points” Mabou are?)
Manitoba.
3. At Inverness County Council, Councillor
3. Lauchie MacKinnon of Malagawatch was lost
McMillan, Chair of the Committee on Licenses,
when the fishing boat “N.E. Symonds” went down.
submitted a report with the
Mactalla Newspaper October
suggestion that the ferry at West
1894:
Lake Ainslie be abolished. (Can any
1. Donald Morrison, a young
of our readers identify who operated
man of Big Island, was
this ferry?)
seriously hurt in a silver mine
4. Municipal Council had the
in Colorado.
following members: Chair, D. F.
2. William Reynolds of Port
McKay; councillors Hart, Archibald,
Hawkesbury was killed
Tompkin, McNeil, McMillan,
instantly by a gun in his
McMaster, Lewis McKeen,
father’s house in Port
Jamieson.
Hawkesbury. He was upstairs
From North Sydney Herald 1888:
when he fell and hit the gun
1. The 4 April edition reported that
standing by the wall.
James McDonald of West Bay, “a
Mactalla June 1894:
very enterprising merchant” erected
1. A lament has been written
a large store at Orangedale. It is
by Malcolm Gillis to
managed by Mr. Alex McCuish of
commemorate Angus Gillis,
A baby whose parents had Inverness
St. Peters. Near this store, Mrs
County connections. This picture was
Merchant of Port Hood, who
McDonald of Whycocomagh is
taken
in
the
US
in
1888.
The
baby’s
died in 1885. (Is the lament
building a large store. It will be
first name is unknown, but was a
extant? Who was Angus
managed by her
MacDonald. Can any of our readers
Gillis?)
son. (Readers - Where were these
identify the baby?
Ancestors continues next page %
stores? - the son of Mrs McDonald
Photo from the MacFarlane Collection
The Participaper
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2. John McLeod of RiverDennis has reached the age of 103. He
came from Isle of Skye in 1831.
Mactalla April 1894
1. Two children of Samuel Morrison, Margaree Harbour, were
poisoned. The girl of six died; the boy is recovering. (Do any of our
readers know the identity of these children?)
2. $400 was stolen from the store of Walter Lawrence at Chéticamp.
3. Epidemic of Red Fever in this area (Port Hastings), Reverend Mr.
Forbes is unable to go out to preach his sermons.
4. A man named McLean drowned in a well at Port Hastings “A
Hillsborough 1921. Bessie Marsh of
strange man in many ways; an excellent musician, he played the
Lynn, Massachusetts, visits with first
pipes very well.” (Who was this piper?)
cousin Fred Smith of Inverness, the
QUERIES:
1. Who is working on the MacDougalls of West Lake in trying to
connect present day people with those of the 1800s? And with
the MacDougalls of Broad Cove - are they related?
2. Tracing Patterns of Immigration: Bill Doyle of CBC Sydney
is working on a major study of Irish immigrant families and
individuals. He would welcome specific information about Irish
immigrants whose place of origin in Ireland is known and whose
reasons for coming to Cape Breton has been passed down
through generations.

Henry MacFarlane of Pueblo,
Colorado, pictured in his baptismal
dress in 1897. Henry was the son
of John D. MacFarlane of Mull
River and Colorado.
Photo from the MacFarlane Collection
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gentleman on the right. Standing in front
are Fred’s sons Charles (l) and John (r).
Photo from the MacFarlane Collection

The Participaper celebrates a
quarter of a century this
month:
For a quarter of a century,
the councillors and
administrative staff of
Inverness County have
demonstrated their interest in
An 18 month-old Marjorie
the people of this county by
Cunningham, pictured in 1915 at Mull
providing funds and direction
River, feeding her horse.
Photo from the MacFarlane Collection
for The Participaper. They are
to be commended for their
enthusiasm and support.
Growing out of a Culture/Arts/Recreation Conference held for the
residents of the County, The Participaper was designed to provide
information for all the people of the county about artists, musicians,
historians, craftspeople, museum enthusiasts, and volunteers in many
areas of life.
There is no way to evaluate the influence that this publication has had
in encouraging people to be more involved in many ways in the various
aspects of life around them. Some people refer to the paper as the
“Participaction Paper” and others call it “that newspaper from Port
Hood”, and others just read it.
Ancestors continues on page 10 %
The Participaper
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Those of us who contribute to it have welcomed the
response of readers to the material printed and encourage even
more community participation in The Participaper in the
future.
A quarter of a century has gone by very quickly as we enjoy
a publication unique to Inverness County - a special place well
celebrated with this newsletter.
A postcard from a niece, Bessie MacFarlane of

FROM PREVIOUS ISSUE:
Orangedale, to her aunt, Sarah MacFarlane of
Many thanks to Janice Ferguson of Inverness and John
Mull River. Bessie writes from Orangedale on
June 18th 1906: “ Katie and John expect to go to
Kennedy of Ontario, who took the time to contact us and
Mabou, Friday 22nd - up to Mull River
identify the pictures below which appeared in our last issue.
Saturday, 23rd. Hope you got home all right.
Below left: The “Inverness Fire” of August 1923 destroyed
We are all well. Love to all. Bessie”
many buildings in Inverness.
Photo from the MacFarlane Collection
The fire started in the firehall,
the only thing that survived was the
firehall safe - it was protected by the
chimney (right foreground).
Top right: Old Home Week 1954, in the
CGIT girls parade, front right: Rachel
(Ray) Skinner and front left Evelyn
Skinner. Fifth row left: Hannah Freeman and walking beside her, Beulah
MacLean. Bottom right: Old Home Week parade 1954: Foreground
with carriage is Patricia MacKay who had won first prize for her “Mary
Had a Little Lamb” costume (she even brought her own lamb - look
closely at the picture and see his rear end as he walked along beside her).
Stores in the background, l-r: MacLellan’s Grocery, Filene Credit Union,
John Laffin MacLennan and Cameron’s China and Jewellery. e
(Look for a story on Janice Ferguson in the next (September 2004) issue of The Participaper. This story explains how
one individual is carefully preserving memories for the benefit of future generations. The story had been scheduled to
appear in this issue, however, space limitations precluded running it.)

The Public Archives of Nova Scotia is pleased to announce a new online digitized print resource.
With funding assistance from Industry Canada, the Archives has produced a fully digitized version
of ‘Place-Names and Places of Nova Scotia’. Find it at: http://www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/cap/places/
“Place-Names and Places of Nova Scotia”: Courtesy of the Public Archives of Nova Scotia, Halifax, NS.
Continued from page 22...125TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK

twenty-five years.
This book was prepared in a manner to accompany the reader through a period of time during the days of
our Acadian ancestors, and up to the present time in our parish. Although trying to include one hundred
twenty-five years of history in one small book is impossible, we’ve tried to unravel portions of the history of
our parish and to provide accurate information to our readers. Please keep in mind, that although parish
records have provided some of the data, one must realize that much of this documentation is derived from
people’s recollections of past events. We hope you enjoy this journey down memory lane.” f
The Participaper
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T his is a year for anniversaries in Inverness County. Inverness town has been celebrating its centennial year since the beginning of 2004; St Joseph du Moine will
celebrate its 125th this summer; and, Chéticamp is preparing to welcome the world to
the Congrès Mondial 2004/World Acadian Congress, due to take place in Nova Scotia
July 31 to August 15. Not to be outdone, we here at The Participaper are also celebratMarie Aucoin,
ing an anniversary this month - our little paper will be twenty-five years old July 23.
Editor of The
Yes, unbelievably, it has been twenty-five years since John Cotton, the Director of
Participaper
Recreation and Tourism for Inverness County, organized a culture conference that drew
sixty-five participants and resulted in the birth of The Participaper. The mandate of The Participaper was to
not compete with other local newspapers (no commercial advertising or reporting of “hard news”). Instead,
The Participaper would provide free advertising and promotion space to all non-profit organizations and
volunteer groups in the county; we would fill our pages with stories and information from our history,
culture, and community; and, we would celebrate our citizens and keep them informed of local events
sponsored by the municipality. Twenty-five years later we continue to adhere to this mandate.
I find milestones such as this sobering with the realization of just how quickly time flies. Who knew in
1979 that the year 2004 would come so quickly? That so many life-altering changes would take place during
that time? Recognition of milestones in our lives also compel us to stop and take stock of the changes that
have occurred. (In the case of our readers, later in this issue you will have the opportunity to take stock of
the changes that have occurred in Inverness County over the years, as we dig into the vaults of The
Participaper archives).
Some changes which have taken place have directly affected the publication of The Participaper. For
example, as Mary-Anne Ducharme, Cathy (MacDonald) Gillies, Anne Sherrington, Betty-Ann Lloyd and
myself have each taken over the work of Editor, we have left our mark.
Over time, changes in prepress technology have also significantly affected how the publication is produced.
The first issues were typed on an ordinary typewriter, run off on a “Gestetner” machine and printed in a
tabloid format of six to eight pages in length. Today, our residents receive a 32-page magazine format
publication that has (from writing to layout) been completely prepared for the printer in a prepress format
with a computer.
In my own case, change over the years has seen me (thankfully) revert to an occupation I’m passionate
about. In the early 1980’s, when I lived in northern Alberta, I had been Assistant Editor of a weekly newspaper (in the days when paste-up of the paper was accomplished by hand, on “dummy” pages). Subsequently I
moved to Ottawa and stepped into a new field, leaving my newspaper days behind. In 1994 when my
husband retired and brought me home to live in Chéticamp, I also (prematurely) retired: Hubby had taken
an early retirement and was only 50 years old at the time.
During my “retirement” I always looked forward to receiving my copy of The Participaper. I read each
issue from cover to cover and admired Mary-Anne Ducharme’s work (I still enjoy reading anything she
writes). However I found myself thinking, “I would love to have her job” - knowing that it was far from the
realm of possibility. Imagine how astonished I was when the job did become available.
I was still relatively young to be a retiree and had begun to find the time long and was doing some volunteer work to fill the hours. Then, three years ago, I saw the ad for Mary-Anne’s position and immediately
submitted an application. When I won the job, I was thrilled - however, I found myself going through some
major “growing pains” adapting to the changes in technology that had taken place during my absence.
In the end, learning this new technology has proven more than worth the effort. I very quickly realized
that I had not lost my passion for this type of work, and had no idea how completely absorbing the job
would become. I knew that I would enjoy it - I had no idea how much.
Continued next page...
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The most satisfying aspect of my job comes when I leave my high tech office behind and sit down to
interview one of our county residents. I feel honoured to be invited into the homes of the people who share
their stories. The more interviews I conduct, I have become more convinced that each and every one of us is
remarkable in our own way; every single individual on earth has a story to tell, and I feel honoured to be in a
position to share some of those stories with you.
The changes in technology that have taken place over the past twenty-five years are mind-boggling. For
example, instead of commuting to an office, I work from an office in the comfort of my own home. I do my
writing, layout and typesetting of the publication on a computer and send the finished product over highspeed internet lines to the printer.
Yes, change can improve our lives and sometimes even make us more productive. This past winter, when
the roads were closed because of the snow, I walked down the hall to my office each morning, sat in front of
my computer and did my work, all the while with the snow huffing and blowing outside my window.
Changes over these past twenty-five years have allowed us to become more and more connected - cell
phones, internet, “Blackberry’s”. But one thing has remained constant - The Participaper still arrives like
clockwork in our mailboxes.
We should be grateful to John Cotton, Kate Beaton and the staff of the municipal Recreation and Tourism
Department who have continuously shown their commitment and dedication to the residents of the county
by ensuring the survival of this little newsletter. We should be grateful to the municipal councillors who
have, over those twenty-five years, had the sagacity to understand the importance of The Participaper in
helping us feel connected to one another, and the vision to understand that over the years it would itself
become a record of our history.
Our thanks also go out to you, the faithful reader. Without you, The Participaper would have difficulty
continuing. We are grateful for your support and kind words. We encourage and welcome your letters,
articles, photos, tips, news: Anything you feel that might be of interest to the residents of the county. This
publication is designed to provide information for all the people of the county about life here - its culture,
its residents, including artists, musicians, historians, craftspeople, museum enthusiasts, story-tellers, volunteers and others.
Since its inception, we have endeavoured to encourage residents in every community and every corner of
Inverness County to participate and voice their ideas, share their news, concerns and successes, and promote
their activities on its pages. (In future issues we hope to add more stories on community development and
active living - if you have something to share contact us).
In closing, over the next several years I hope to have an opportunity to meet many more of you, the
residents of this beautiful county and share your stories. To the best of my knowledge this was, and still is,
the only county in Nova Scotia fortunate enough to have a forum such as this for sharing information with
Marie Aucoin
its residents. This is your paper - participate - contact us and share your stories with us!

T o help us celebrate our twenty-fifth anniversary, we invited the former editors of The Participaper to share
their thoughts and bring us up to date on their news. You will find their musings on the next few pages.

June is time to celebrate Recreation Month. This month has been officially proclaimed by
Recreation Nova Scotia (November 15, 2003) and it is hoped that the provincial government
will also endorse June as Recreation Month very soon.
June is the designated month to celebrate the benefits, values and enhancement to the
quality of life that recreation brings to communities through Nova Scotia. We should continue
to live our beliefs throughout the year but focus additional energy this month.
The Participaper
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The View from Away
by Mary Anne Ducharme
In May of 1979, I was still a newcomer to Inverness County, and
when I arrived at the Culture Conference at the NDA School in
Chéticamp, I had never met the sixty-five delegates there. The first
impression was of a friendly Cape Breton gathering. In the sessions, I
soon discovered that these were intense people— movers and shakers in
Inverness County. They had strong opinions and they were not
reluctant to express their views. While there were points of disagreement, the delegates unanimously wanted a way to communicate that
did not depend on “user pay.” The reason was simple: chronic underfunding for community organizations — which were run by unpaid
Mary-Anne Ducharme, a former editor of
The Participaper, with her cat, Zebediah.
volunteers. Like Sisyphus, they forever rolled heavy stones up mountains. They needed a voice.
All these years later, The Participaper continues to reflect evolution in the County, and the expanding
mandate of the Department of Recreation and Tourism. Our native stepdancers stay close to the ground,
and it is the style of The Participaper as well.
Margie Holder suggested the title from the byword “participaction,” suggesting its root intention: handson work among individuals, volunteer organizations, and the Department. The first issue of The Participaper
was mailed to every household in Inverness County on July 23, 1979 with Betty-Ann Lloyd as editor.
When Betty-Ann later decided to be a reporter for the Scotia Sun, she asked if I was willing to take on The
Participaper. To tell the truth, I had been envious of Betty-Ann, feeling somehow in my bones that I
belonged with The Participaper. I gladly accepted the offer and John Cotton made me welcome, though my
training had been in teaching high school English, not in publications. Of course, being imperfect and
fallible, I made mistakes along the way, though never with intention to do so. There was much to learn, not
only about editing, but about the people and the place.
Through most of two decades, the most enjoyable aspect of my job was interviewing. The Participaper
gave me the perfect excuse to have conversations with people I admired– many of whom I first met at that
1979 conference. Through them and their web of connections, I found life stories to illuminate both the
past and present of Inverness County. I hoped that in a modest way I could contribute to the written record
of the place I now called home.
There was scarcely a Ducharme or Trombly to be found the length and breadth of Nova Scotia, but when
the time came for moving away, I left with regrets about saying goodbye to individuals who had become like
extended family. Many associations came from my role as The Participaper editor. Through this venue, I had
achieved a sense of the ebb and flow of Inverness County.
One of the things I learned early is that our Inverness County Scots are passionate about the ties of family:
“the blood is strong,” it is said. No less are the Acadians proud of their language and heritage. This was
both admirable and daunting to a newcomer who was perceived as neither fish, nor fowl, nor good red
herring.
Our family names perplexed local people and we were asked many times not about where
we came from, but where did we belong. This latter seemed to be a challenge (obviously you don’t belong
here). It required somewhat of a philosophical answer. I wanted to say that our Acadian ancestors were
among the first in Nova Scotia, arriving with Champlain, and we are distant cousins to many families in
Chéticamp. But I knew that answer was of dim interest to the ones who posed the question. We were from
away, from New York!
And now we are again perceived as somewhat a foreign element in Quebec — the Americans from Nova
Scotia. You can’t win. Nonetheless, here we are truly living in the place we “belong,”— by the shores of Lake
Champlain. We are related by blood to half the “North Country” (Upstate New York), and to half the
population of Quebec. The history here is directly ours, the testimony written on cemetery stones from the
Continued next page...
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time of beginnings.
But that other relatedness to Inverness County has not left us. We miss terribly the beautiful timeless land,
the tang of sea salt in the air, the salt-of-the-earth people. We promise ourselves to come back to visit all of
this, but for now we cannot. We have ties here, and we are needed.
Since moving away, I have written and edited for an Upstate history magazine called The Antiquarian and I
teach literature and writing at Clinton Community College. My husband Richard and I also write family
history. I am currently directing a play called Doubling Over that I have written for a community’s
bicentennial celebration. The community is a small town called Mooers, not unlike Mabou or
Whycocomagh or Port Hood, and the land was once part of the Nova Scotia Refugee Tract. The circle of
connectedness is truly wide.
Writer Pema Chödrön, a director of Gampo Abbey, once described the Abbey as a place “where the sky and
sea melt into each other. The horizon extends infinitely, and in this space floats seagulls and ravens.” In her
book When Things Fall Apart, she speaks of the necessity of being always in transition, and of realizing that
nothing sums up our lives as we would like to dream about. Yet infinite possibilities abound.
It is Pema’s words I think about when I look at the picture taken of me in 1993 by my husband. It was
used by Alex Merrill to illustrate a short bio in Nova Scotia Magazine. At the time it was taken, I was writing
for The Participaper in my home in Nevada Valley. My cat, Zebediah, liked to sit on my shoulder with a
benevolent editorial eye on my work. Now Zebediah has returned to his maker and I am gone from the
house that has since burned to the ground. Things have fallen apart, but perhaps there is unseen purpose at
work –the unwinding of other possibilities.
I wish to extend my thanks to John Cotton for making those years with The Participaper possible, and my
congratulations to him, to Marie Aucoin, and to Jim St. Clair for faithfully carrying onward. May the next
twenty-five years be filled with abounding possibilities—and may our minds always be open to them.

Memories from Port Hood
by Anne Sherrington

I

was lucky enough to be asked to fill in as The Participaper editor in the summer of 1982, when
Cathy Rory MacDonald (now Gillies) was away, and Mary Anne Ducharme had not yet begun her
long and able tenure.
I was working as a reporter at the Scotia Sun at the time – working on The Participaper allowed me
to focus on my first love – “soft news”, or features: stories based, not on meetings, deadlines and
headlines, but on human interest – histories, vignettes from the rich cultural mix that makes up
Inverness County.
I looked into the background of our local Dutch community – they had been especially helpful when I had
taught English to the county’s seven families of Vietnamese Boat People – as immigrants themselves, they
could empathize with being a foreigner in a strange land. In “Ik Ben Vengebroote Nederlander” (“I was born
in the Netherlands”), now-prosperous local families described arriving in Halifax in the early 1950s with
$2.50 in ready cash, not a word of English – nothing but determination and willingness to work hard. That
led to a later story on local English Home Children, sent to Canada, alone, at less than 10 years of age to
work on Canadian farms, as recently as just prior to World War I.
Canada World Youth sent a group of Canadians and Sri Lankans to live in Port Hood and Mabou that
summer, allowing those of us near them to see Inverness County from a new perspective. Judique School was
generous with sample of imaginative student poems and short stories.
The only onerous part was drafting my two younger children into helping count and sort the printed The
Participaper by hand, on our diningroom table, before delivering them to local Post Offices for distribution –
a job that, blessedly, is now done much more effectively by the printing house.
Continued next page...
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After 1982, I continued as a reporter at The Scotia Sun (and for CBC radio) for another three years, then
left the field. In 1986, I began working for our family company, Computer Connection Limited, first
working at home, then driving to Antigonish with my husband Richard each day to run the computer retail
store we had opened there. Computer Connection continues, but Richard and I are handing it over,
gradually, to our oldest son, Thane, and his wife, Kim. We’re “partially retired” now, working one day a week,
and filling in during vacations. We garden quite a lot, read, and enjoy opera and ballet (DVD videos are a
wonderful invention)!
Thane and Kim live in Antigonish, where Thane is active on the town’s planning committee. Our other
two children live further away: Devin, his wife Gina, and son Reign (2 years old) live in Lantz, where he
works at a fitness centre and as a personal trainor. Our youngest, Sarah, is married and lives in Ottawa. Her
daughter, MacKayla, will be two in August - so we have one grandchild of each flavour!

Looking Back at The Participaper
by Cathy (MacDonald) Gillies

As a past editor of The Participaper (1981 - 86), I was asked to write a few remarks
on the 25th anniversary of this publication. I look back with fond memories at my
time working for the Recreation Department of Inverness County as editor and
writer for the paper. Much has changed in the past 25 years - The Participaper has
developed from a very simple eight-page monthly newsletter to a thirty-two page
colour magazine format, published five times a year. It is quite remarkable indeed
that this little publication has survived and thrived for a quarter of a century.
When I took over as editor from Mary-Anne Ducharme in 1981 (Mary-Anne subsequently resumed her
position in 1986), The Participaper was published as a black and white eight-page newsletter. It was delivered
to all county households as a free service of the Recreation Department. Its purpose was to keep county
residents informed of recreational events and opportunities in the County and promote recreational sports
and evening classes in various subjects as well as local cultural or heritage events.
In those days (it doesn’t seem so long ago!), before the advent of computers and publishing software, all of
the copy was typed on an electric typewriter and literally “cut and pasted” on layout pages. “Letraset” was
used to do all the necessary headings (I had to have a steady hand to stencil in my headlines and keep them
straight!) and only black and white photos were used. The entire package was sent to Pictou where the
layout was made ready for printing, and then sent on to Port Hawkesbury’s old Scotia Sun building for
printing. The finished papers were picked up and brought to the post office in Port Hood for distribution to
all post offices in the county where the residents each received a copy.
When I think back to how it was done then, it sounds very archaic indeed - handwritten articles, later
typed and columns cut and pasted for layout - much more tedious than using the computer programs
available today. It did look at bit “hand made” - but the information got out there - in the days before the
internet and web sites.
However, as editor/reporter/photographer at that time, I did have a certain freedom to explore a number of
things of interest to County residents - local culture, the arts, history and genealogy being among my
favourites. There were also many events to cover in connection with the Recreation office, especially cultural
and heritage conferences and numerous recreational activities. It was always a challenge (but an enjoyable
one) to find material, and often there was more than enough to fill the pages.
One of the special opportunities for me was being able to interview various unique and interesting people
in Inverness County. I remember going down to visit the late Stanley Collins at Lake Ainslie to write an
article on him and his collection of songs, (many of which became famous through the “Rise and Follies”
revues, particularly, “Do You Remember?” sung so beautifully by Raylene Rankin and Kenzie MacNeil). I
also interviewed Alistair MacLeod at his home in Dunvegan and reviewed his first collection of short stories,
Continued next page...
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Lost Salt Gift of Blood. A literary fan like me cherished occasions like these, especially when they promoted
local authors and literature.
As editor at that time, I invited Jim St. Clair to contribute a genealogy column which I named “Ancestors
Unlimited”, and which, through Jim’s generosity, continues to this day. It has also made an enormous
contribution to our understanding of our local heritage. Most of these topics were carried on in The
Participaper over the years, which makes this publication a unique and distinctive addition to all of Nova
Scotia. For myself, I really enjoyed doing research for the paper and writing up stories featuring some of the
aspects of local history and heritage.
In future, I certainly hope that this publication will continue to serve the needs of Inverness County. With
all the technological developments over the past decade or more, The Participaper has “morphed” from a
plain, rather “homespun” newsletter, to an attractive and “collectible souvenir” of Inverness County - an
ambassador for the beauty and culture of this area. A toast to the next 25 years!

A Note From Halifax
by Dr. Bethan Lloyd (Betty-Ann Lloyd)
Twenty-five years ago I was a very recent “come from away” who lived one-half mile down
the Beaton Road in Little Judique. I had an infant son, Jacob Zimmer, and wanted to find
some work that would allow me to continue caring for him while simultaneously learning
something about my new community.
Since I was 14-years-old I had been involved both formally and informally in ‘teaching’ many different
things – from baton twirling, to secretarial skills, to where and how to set up a student employment centre!
As a relative newcomer to weaving, I thought that taking on a part-time job teach weaving might be a good
way to meet other newcomers. A way to make a connection with Cape Breton women who had been here
over the long term. I first met John Cotton when I knocked on his door to ask if the Recreation Department
would be willing to sponsor weaving classes.
Together we found a way to bring table looms and, later, floor looms to Judique, Port Hood, and Mabou.
The classes were wonderful – full of young ‘hippie’ mothers in their 20s and grandmothers in their 50s and
60s. The middle generation had no interest- none at all! Not only did we learn weaving, we learned about
families and gardens and ways to get through the winter.
Then, John got a grant to do some research into what residents of Inverness County wanted from their
Recreation Department. He hired a crew of us to go door-to-door asking questions about what activities
people were already involved in and what they might like to do if they had the chance. It turned out that one
thing they wanted was to have a better sense of what was going on – not just a schedule of activities, but more
in-depth information about who was doing what, and why.
I became the first editor of The Participaper. We had some good times early on – and some frustrating times
as well. There were no computers for the prepress work back then! Everything had to be typed (correctly the first time - if possible) in columns that were cut and then pasted on to the pages.
I remember having a small office in a building next door to the bank. The office held both my loom and
the tools to put together The Participaper. I often worked away until the wee hours of the morning, trying to
get everything to fit, enjoying the dark and the quiet and the smell of the ocean as I left to go home.
It’s been so long now that I have difficulty remembering the order in which I worked with John; read the
news on the Port Hawkesbury radio station; drove the school bus during lambing season; and wrote freelance
for the Scotia Sun. What I do remember is that, at some point, I sat in the Scotia Sun office until editor Doug
McPhee asked the publisher to give me a full-time job so that I’d stop staring at him! I’m pretty sure that
once I started with the Scotia Sun I stopped being editor of The Participaper. Ann Sherrington very ably took
over, I do remember that!
The time I spent working for the County really provided the background for my career of teaching,
Continued next page...
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research, and writing. After leaving Beaton Road and the Scotia Sun I spent a brief time as editor of a
newspaper in New Brunswick, then moved to CBC Radio in Halifax. I taught newspaper production at the
University of King’s College and started Pandora, a women’s newspaper.
Eventually, I went back to school - twice! After many years of planning and implementing small and large
research projects, I am now a member of the faculty at Dalhousie University and work as a researcher. My
primary responsibility is the coordination of a national five-year project looking at the connections between
racism, violence, and health in African Canadian communities (those who wish to learn more about this
project can visit the website at: www.dal.ca/rvh).
Just as I came to Cape Breton as an outsider, who hoped to become older and wiser by moving outside the
world with which I was familiar, so here I am working with an African Canadian team of academics and
community activists to find out what it is going on – and how we might work together to better meet the
needs of people who want to live healthy and productive lives.
I am also ordained in the engaged Buddhist tradition of the Vietnamese Zen master Thich Nhat Hanh and
provide leadership for a small community of practice here in Halifax. I still enjoy the dark and the quiet and
the smell of the ocean. As I listen to the cars travel over the MacDonald Bridge I can almost imagine I am
sitting, not on a cushion in the Zendo, but, on the breakwater of Port Hood beach listening to the waves.
How wonderful those times were! Thank you!

Vignettes from past
conferences and
workshops held by
the Municipal
Recreation and
Tourism Department

Do you recognize anyone here?

Photo on the right Jim St. Clair, seated far
left beside John Cotton,
listens to the evening’s
speaker.

Perhaps you recognize someone
in the picture to the left (Jim
St. Clair - far left?) or you
know someone pictured below.
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Ballet Bras d’Or Recital

Beautiful ballerinas (and a
cavalier or two) took centre
stage, at Strathspey Place
June 5th, for a gala performance. They entertained an
enthusiastic audience as they
demonstrated what they

have learned over
the past year from
Diane Lambie, their
talented teacher.
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John Nesbitt Memorial Retrospective
Inverness County Centre for the Arts
May 29th to July 3rd 2004

The Sculptures

The sculptures and kindred paintings that comprised the memorial retrospective exhibition exemplify the
large and varied body of work that John Nesbitt created over the course of 28 years in his St. Rose studio.
- Ian Sherman, Curator of the exhibit
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by Ian Sherman
John Nesbitt - The Artist
W ith the passing of John Nesbitt last July at the age of 74, the arts

community lost an extraordinary sculptor and master craftsman. The loss was
deeply felt by fellow artists and neighbors throughout the small communities
of Western Cape Breton, where for 28 years John resided with his wife, the
painter Ann Richardson, on the St. Rose shore south of Margaree Harbour.
Until 1975, John lived and exhibited in Montreal, Paris and New York. His
many exhibitions include the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, Le Musée Rodin
in Paris, and the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia. John received several major
commissions during his life including a mural for COMINCO in Sheridan
Park, Ontario in 1964 and a mural and sculpture for Montreal’s Expo ’67. He
was elected to the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts in 1966 and his work is
part of noted public collections including the National Gallery of Canada, the
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, Le Musée de Quebec, L’Université de
Moncton, the Canada Council Art Bank, and the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia.
Born in Montreal in 1928, John studied drawing at Sir George Williams
University and subsequently enrolled at L’École des Beaux-Arts for three years
where he began to focus on creating abstract sculpture. His earliest
assemblages of metal and stone, resembling the work of early African art,
reflected his lifelong love of the natural world and established his reputation as
a major artist. As a means to create larger sculptures and to incorporate colour
into his work, John began to cut, shape and weld aluminum sheet metal which
he painted in pastel hues. In these pieces, meticulously worked, he was able to
imbue a childlike sense of whimsy and wonder within soaring sculptural form.
As time progressed, his colours became richer, his forms more organic, until
1986 when, returning to his original media of wood, stone and metal, John
transformed those refined minimalist surfaces of his middle years into highly
crafted totems alive with the primal energies that characterized his first pieces.
It would be tempting to conclude that with these later sculptures he had come
full circle in his journey were it not for the fact that his work was becoming
ever more intuitive, intelligent, and viscerally resonant with the spirit of the
natural world.
John’s passionate devotion to his art was daily sustenance for his spirit. He
breathed both energy and solace from Cape Breton’s vibrant landscape and in
turn, Cape Breton worked its magic through John’s being as he melded and
burnished metal, stone, and wood to create transcendent sculpture. That John
was a consummate craftsman, a man whose many talents included those of
draftsman, carpenter, welder and cabinet maker, was apparent to anyone who
visited his studio and workshop. That he worked so fervently in timeless
solitude to bring to life such graceful and evocative artworks is a blessing that
will long endure his passing.
John Nesbitt touched others deeply not only through his art but through his
generosity and keen interest in his friends and neighbors. A memorial
exhibition of his work took place in June 2004 at the new Inverness County
Centre for the Arts in the Village of Inverness, Cape Breton. For anyone with
eyes to see, fingers to touch, heart to feel, and mind to wonder, John’s lifework
will remain a means to fathom the visions and great spirit of this warm and
gentle man. _
The Participaper

Detail from two of the
sculptures on display
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Looking back with John Cotton
by Marie Aucoin

I

recently sat down with John Cotton, the Director of Recreation, Tourism, Community Development and Culture for
Inverness County, to discuss the twenty-fifth anniversary issue of
The Participaper.
Through this conversation and other, briefer, conversations I
have been struck by his commitment to helping ensure the wellbeing of the residents of Inverness County.
Left, a younger John Cotton (he hasn’t changed
Last March, John also marked an anniversary. It was his
much), with Frank MacNamara (seated). At the
twenty-eighth year with the Municipality. During his tenure, he
time, Frank was the Regional Representative
and
his staff have implemented many programs and projects
with what was then known as the Nova Scotia
Sport and Recreation Commission.
which have brought positive change to our communities and
helped strengthen our sense of community.
When John introduced The Participaper, he did so with the intention of helping residents of the county
feel connected to one another and their culture, and to provide a forum for residents and non-profit groups
and organizations to share their news.
John and his staff have always been open to individuals and community groups with ideas to share on
how to improve life here. In 1979 when sixty-five delegates to a conference in Chéticamp stated that they
felt a disconnect within the community, John responded immediately. The Participaper is the result of that
response.
As I was going through back issues from twenty-five years ago, in preparation for this issue, I came across
a “Director’s Desk” item that John had written in the November 1979 issue. This was the text of a talk he
had given on Career Day at one of the schools in the area. I will share that particular article with you. I
believe it gives us an insight into John and where his sense of commitment to county residents comes from.
A CAREER IN RECREATION
I am not going to describe career opportunities by using job titles, job descriptions or explaining what
universities offer degrees in Recreation. This information can generally be gotten through the offices of
guidance counci1lors within our own school system. What I would like to do is explain where recreation is
at present, and where it came from - using our own Municipality as an example.
I believe that the best approach to allowing an individual an insight into what recreation is all about,
particularly my job, I should write about the origins of our department, where it is at present and where we
are going.
The position of Recreation Director began as a pilot project way back in 1971 when Mr. Gordon
Laurence was hired on. In 1973, the Department of Recreation for the Province evolved and with that a cost
sharing arrangement was introduced which assisted the Municipalities, not only with the cost of leadership
but also in the programming area. In 1975, Mr. Laurence became Physical Education Teacher for the
Whycocomagh School and I was hired in the Spring of 1976 as Recreation Director.
My main concern was and still is to get out and meet the people, by attending meetings (which average
more than three per week). I was better able to understand the geographies of our Municipality as well as
what facilities and programs we had and where they were located. During this particular period, I realized
that due to limited personnel (one person), limited financial resources and the rural nature of our Municipality, I had to structure the county to allow close communication between myself and the local communities
in a more organized manner. Thus the introduction of Recreation Areas. The criteria used in the setting up
of the Recreation areas were facilities, distance between communities, and generally where people congreContinued next page %
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gated for their leisure time activities.
What followed, after establishment of the recreation area, was the
introduction of volunteer liaison persons who acted as a link between the
Recreation Department and the individual groups and organizations
within each recreation area. This has proven to be rather successful but
certainly, as with any organization, there are areas for improvement.
During this particular time, we are involved with a number of interesting things going on within the county, such as the development of the
Strait Games, the development of Minor Hockey, the development of
Pictured l-r: Marie Cameron,
Figure Skating, the development of Ringette, the introduction of Ballet
Donna MacDonald, Anna Lee
Classes, and the purchasing of Cross-Country Ski equipment.
MacEachern and John Cotton In the Leadership Development area, we were involved with puppet
staff of the municipal Recreation,
workshops, crocheting workshops, stage lighting workshops, acting
Tourism, Community Developworkshops, cross-Country ski-clinics, coaching clinics, officiating clinics,
ment and Culture office. Missdance workshops, tennis clinics, soccer clinics, etc.
During this period a lot of the Communities were involved with facility ing from the picture is Margie
MacIsaac.
development particularly in areas such as Cheticamp, Belle Cote, North
East Margaree, Inverness, Mabou, Judique, Port Hastings, Whycocomagh
and Creignish.
After approximately a year and half of being on the job, I felt that the department must become prepared
through a planning process to meet the future needs of the citizens of our Municipality. To undertake this
process effectively, I felt that I needed more basic information at the Community Level. With the assistance
of both the Municipal Employment Program and the Canada Works Program I was able to hire staff. As a
result of the above we were able to complete the following:
a) A population census for each Recreation area.
b) Develop a resource file for each Recreation area.
c) Map the county, as well as specific trails within each Recreation area.
d) Do a needs assessment to ascertain what the needs of the people were within our Municipality.
e) Do both a Sport and Cultural conference on the Municipal level.
As is obvious from the above we now have a lot of information, and with the participants of both conferences advising us on future direction, it has been a most productive year. I will be discussing future trends
and how they may affect our department at a later date, but I hope I have provided you with some insight
into our department and at the same time allowed the students a direct view as to my role as Recreation
Director. If you enjoy working with people, then recreation could possibly be your chosen field of study, it
provides many challenges but the rewards are very satisfying. If you would like further information, or
simply want to talk about Recreation within our own Municipality, then please drop into the office at
anytime. k
THREE DECADES OF BUILDING CONFIDENCE! THE CHRISTOPHER LEADERSHIP COURSE
For three decades the Christopher Leadership Course has been providing opportunities for individuals to build their selfconfidence while developing effective speaking skills.
In 1972 a group of Christopher Instructors traveled from Edmonton, Alberta to introduce the course to Cape Breton. This
course proved to be the pouring of a solid foundation that the Cape Breton Christophers still stand on today. Since its
inception 32 years ago, the Cape Breton Chapter of the Christopher Leadership Course has consistently been one of the largest
and most active in Canada. The success of the Christopher Leadership Course is due largely to the dedication and sincerity of
its 61 volunteer instructors. Chistophers are a non-profit, educational organization, staffed and operated entirely by volunteers.
In a ten-week session individuals will: * Learn how to speak effectively in groups and improve their communication skills. *
Overcome their fear of speaking in public and increase their self-confidence. * Organize thoughts and present them clearly.
Christopher Leadership Courses are offered each fall and winter. Specific training sessions for businesses and organizations
are also offered. For more information on Christopher Leadership Courses, call the Christopher Line at (902) 564-1063, or
visit the National Website at www.thelumen.com.
The Participaper
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Books celebrate the history and genealogy of Northern
by Marie Aucoin
Inverness communities
Two new books will be launched in Northern Inverness County
this summer, and each book release will take place in conjunction
with the celebration of a special anniversary.
The first book will be released on the occasion of the Aucoin
Family Reunion - scheduled to be held in the village of Chéticamp
this summer (August 4 and 5). The book has been compiled,
researched and written by Charles D. (Charlie Dan) Roach, a
respected researcher and genealogist in the area.
Approximately 250 pages in length and presented in a bilingual
format, the book contains in excess of 4,500 names of the descendants of Pierre Aucoin and Félicité Leblanc: it begins with a brief
history of the Aucoin family in Acadia and goes on to discuss the
circumstances that led to the establishment of this one branch of the
Author of a book on the Aucoins, Charles family in the region of Chéticamp.
A separate section of the book is devoted to the genealogy of the
D. Roach, fine-tunes his manuscript before
sending it to the printer. The book will be first seven generations of the progeny of the original Aucoin settlers,
released during the Aucoin Reunion in
including a great number of descendants who have emigrated from
Chéticamp.
here.
Recently, Jim St. Clair and I sat down with Charlie Dan to discuss the book and how it came to be. One
of the first questions we asked was why he chose to write about the Aucoin family - his own family name is
Roach. He replied that he has always been interested in the Aucoin family simply because Joseph Aucoin
and his wife adopted Charlie Dan’s ancestor, Cyriac Roche. (Cyriac was born in Pictou around 1783 and
lived there until his adoptive parents brought him here to Chéticamp. Charlie Dan pointed out that, if there
had been legal adoption proceedings at the time, his ancestor’s name would have been changed to Aucoin,
thus he himself would have the Aucoin name).
He also wanted this book to be a tribute to Father Charles Aucoin, who first inspired Charlie Dan’s interest
in the genealogy and history of this area of Acadie. He has always had a great admiration for the contribution Father Aucoin made to preserve the history and genealogy of the Chéticamp area. He felt that someone
had to complete the work that the priest had started.
Father Aucoin had apparently developed quite a bit of information on the Aucoin family, but had never
compiled it in a format suitable for publication as a book: he did however, publish some of his work in
articles here and there - for example, in Le Courrier and in a local genealogy bulletin. Luckily, Charlie Dan
had accesss to all of Father Aucoin’s papers and has liberally used information from that source in his book.
It has taken him two and one-half years to research and write the manusctipt for the book and he freely
admits that it was a long and tedious process, but he also states that he would happily do it all over again.
Overall he found the experience fun and absorbing. He remarked that one of the more interesting aspects
of the experience was that, just when he thought he had all the available information before him, someone
would pop in out of the blue with more. Therefore, one of the more difficult aspects of doing the book was
to make sure that he remained focussed; sometimes he felt tempted to follow a thread that was uncovered in
as people brought new information to him.
As he brought his manuscript to completion, he found himself surprised to discover that there were so
many descendants of Pierre Aucoin and just how spread out they were. Although most of these descendants
are to be found in the United States and Canada, some, from as far away as Greece and Wales, have contacted the genealogical centre over the years.
Charlie Dan told us that this is a history book which also contains enough genealogical information to
Continued next page...
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allow anyone living today, who bears the name “Aucoin”, to easily find himself/herself listed - or at the very
least, find their father or grandfather listed (provided they know their lineage to their grandfather). This
section of the book is arranged in such a way that anyone (even those unfamiliar with looking up genealogical records) should easily find their way around. For example, an index of first names is presented at the end
of the book to facilitate the search for a particular person.
This book is bound to become an invaluable record of interest, not only to anyone named “Aucoin”, but to
anyone interested in the genealogy and history of the Acadians. At the present time, the book is available
only through the author (at press time, the cost of the book was still not set). To reserve a copy of the book
or for more information contact the author by email at: généalogie.cheticamp@lestroispignons.com. In your
correspondence include your name, postal address, and your email or telephone number.

The second book will be released August 1st, to coincide with the first day of
the 125th anniversary celebrations of the community of St-Joseph-du-Moine.
The book, 125 Years - The Parish of St-Joseph-du-Moine Nova Scotia - 18792004. Compiled and written by Rosie Aucoin-Grace and printed locally by
Richardson Printing, this publication was made possible through a job creation
project sponsored by Lemoine Development Association and Human Resources
Development Canada.
The book is more or less the result of a “happy accident” brought about by
events surrounding planning for the 125th Anniversary celebrations for StJoseph-du-Moine. The generosity of the residents of the community, who eagerly
shared information, photos, recipes and other artifacts with Rosie Aucoin-Grace
and Valerie LeBlanc was implicit in the creation of the book.
Rosie Aucoin-Grace is
Rosie and Valerie had been hired in 2002 to help members of the 125th
looking forward to the
Anniversary
committee organize and prepare for the anniversary celebrations. As
release of the book which
work
and
planning
got underway, a “Memory Room” was set up at the Centre
will help mark the 125th
Anniversary of St-Joseph- LeMoine (the old school), and, as word of the “Memory Room” spread, residents
stopped by and shared their photos, recipes, writings and other items. Over time,
du-Moine.
the Centre, became a gathering place, not only for the artifacts, but for the
sharing of memories as residents stopped in to visit. These long-time residents came to visit, and as they did,
they shared a most precious gift - memories of growing up in the area and the stories that had been passed
down through generations to them. In communities throughout Inverness County our history has always
been kept alive through word of mouth, it has always been a part of our culture, and now, here again, the
residents were helping to keep that oral tradition alive.
As time passed and more stories were shared and more items found their way to the “Memory Room”, it
became clear that a major effort had to be made to preserve, consolidate and share these mementos with the
community in some way. At first a cookbook was planned to “preserve” the recipes (this has since been
published), but as time went on, the idea for the book on the history of the community began to take shape.
Rosie Aucoin-Grace was tasked to write the book, based on her past experience as a writer. Now, in early
August and as a result of the collaboration of many, not only will special memories be shared with the
community, but - judging by the content index - a very substantial and significant record of what life was
like in this community from 1879 to 2004, will be preserved for future generations.
Léandre LeBlanc, President of LeMoine Development Association, and one of those responsible for the
publication of the book, states in the foreword to the book: “...As in the past, the people of Saint-Joseph-duMoine went beyond the call of duty in order to commemorate the memory of our Acadian ancestors. In
honor of the 125th Anniversary of our parish, it seemed appropriate to research and compile the history of
our small Acadian village -where “Les Moineaux” have established their homes for the past one hundred and
Continued on page 8...
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Local Youths Nominated For National Awards
The Strait-Highlands Regional Development Agency (S-HRDA) recently nominated
two young Inverness County men for Youth Entrepreneurship Awards. Nominated are
Dwayne MacEachern of Judique, under the partnership category, and Jim Rutten of East
Lake Ainslie, in the category of innovation.
The Canadian Rural Secretariat invited nominations of young Canadians (18 - 29
years old) to acknowledge outstanding achievements and contributions to rural, remote
and northern Canada, at the local, regional or national level. The two area candidates
nominated have demonstrated their leadership ability and community commitment
serving to enhance and rejuvenate our rural way of life.
Dwayne MacEachern
Dwayne MacEachern of Judique has shown community leadership and vision through
several community projects and initiatives involving a cross section of groups. He became a member of the
Judique and Area Development Association (JADA) in the fall of 2002; shortly thereafter he was elected ViceChair. His first initiative was to begin a recycle collection depot to provide a needed service for the community as
well to raise funds for JADA. From those funds, 5% of the revenue is donated to the Coady International Institute
at St. Francis Xavier University, an organization that helps people in developing countries around the world.
Dwayne has also has been working on behalf of JADA in partnership with a number of other community
organizations to help obtain liability insurance for non-profit groups at an affordable rate. Dwayne is also VicePresident of the Tartan Garden Society of Judique and Vice-Chair (soon to be Chair) of the Judique Community
Center board. Dwayne is a strong advocate for communities working together. It will be interesting to see how his
vision will continue to shape his community.
Jim Rutten, whose family roots are in East Lake Ainslie, returned to the area last year with an interest in creating
employment opportunities for youth through agriculture. He recognized a need for an innovative alternative
agriculture model in Inverness County as conventional farming is slowly disappearing.
His approach to participatory community development has already created considerable interest for rural
resource based revitalization with in the county. Jim initiated a project called “Community Shared Agriculture”
(SCA) piloted by the Lake Ainslie Development Association (LADA) and is part of a growing social movement
that encourages urban and rural citizens to share responsibility for the land where their food is grown and how it is
grown.
The CSA is a partnership between agriculture producers and consumers. Members pay a fee at the beginning of
the growing season to meet a farm’s operational expenses for the upcoming season. In return members receive a
portion of the farm’s produce each week throughout the season. The overall objective of the project is to increase
food products that can be locally produced, particularly on-farm value added products. The project is just getting
started with funding secured through Human Resource Development Canada and the Cooperatives CDI
Innovation Program for phase one. To date a seven-acre project has been secured, partnership with a local organic
farmer, recruitment of five project volunteers and development of an advisory group. [We apologise for not having a
photo of Jim Rutten available to print]

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF
THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARTICIPAPER
For twenty-five years, The Participaper has provided its readers with news about culture, arts, tourism
and recreation. With a focus on Inverness County, The Participaper provides news about local museums,
stories about our heritage and information about genealogy.
It is significant that a truly community-based newspaper, now with twenty-five years of its own history,
still thrives today. It is a testament to the talent and dedication of its staff and contributors.
Congratulations on your 25th anniversary and best wishes for many more anniversaries.

Rodney MacDonald, MLA-Inverness,
Minister of Tourism,Culture and Heritage and Minister of Health Promotion
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Senior Games 2004

Inverness Namara Club won first overall.

The Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club placed 2nd overall.

Margaree New Horizons Club came in third overall.
The Participaper

Saturday, June 5th saw Inverness play host to
the eighth annual Senior Games. There were
workshops, booths, crafts, all sorts of competitive activities, skits, entertainment and delicious
food - in other words, something for everyone.
First, second and third place medals were
awarded for each activity and, based on the
cumulative totals of individual wins from each
club, overall club winners were declared.
Although medals are awarded and overall
winners declared, the participants didn’t let the
fun aspect of the day take a back seat. Everywhere I looked people were thoroughly enjoying
themselves. This really is a fun event sponsored
by the Municipal Department of Recreation,
Tourism, Community Development and
Culture.
The Department would like to extend a
sincere thank you to all of the individuals
who so generously continue to faithfully
volunteer their time and talent to make this
day such a success.
Thank you to the following businesses and
organizations that provided volunteers and
resources both in the preparation and hosting
of the games: Staff and students of Inverness
Academy, the Inverness Lodge, Knights of
Columbus, Service Canada, RCMP, Inverness
Garden Club, and Inverness Volunteer Fire
Department Ladies Auxiliary.
A very special thank you to
Freeman’s PharmaChoice. Each year,
this business has generously provided
supplies and staff for the blood
glucose testing, as well as bottled
water and door prizes. This year they
went even further and also provided
blood pressure screening for the
participants.
By all reports, it appears that those
who participated this year are already
looking forward to next year’s event.
Watch for the notice in the Spring
2005 issue of The Participaper.
For this year’s results turn to page
26.
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More
Senior
Games
2004
The tables were full for cribbage.

Scrabble was a popular game to play.

Three men from the Port Hawkesbury
Evergreen Club enjoyed the day.
Bridge competitors with Jim Lamorie,
judge and scorekeeper.
Above, left and
right: Tai-chi
demonstration.
This is an excellent
form of exercise
that isn’t hard on
the joints.

The blood pressure and blood glucose
booth was busy. Many thanks to
Freeman’s Pharmacy who sponsored this
booth.
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The audience enjoys the entertainment. Each year it gets better and better,
especially the skits.
The Participaper

Senior Games Club Results:
Overall Club Standings:
1st - Inverness Namara Club:
2nd - Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club :
3rd - Margaree New Horizons :
Horseshoes:
1.
Earl West & Bill Johnston
2.
Lonnie Dowe & Elmer Gales
3.
John MacDonald & Sylvia Poirier

36 points
26 points
22 points
- Port Hawkesbury Evergrn
- Middle River Seniors
- Inverness Namara Club

Darts:
1.
Josephine MacDonell & Billy MacDonell - Inverness Namara Club
2.
Richard Marple & Colette MacDonell
- Margaree New Horizons
3.
Charles Johnson and Jeannine Marple
- Margaree New Horizons
Bridge:
1.
Martha MacDonald & Anne Campbell
Mary Stepaniak & Judy MacNeil
2.
Lucille Deveau & Margaret Bourgeois
3.
Billy McCarthy & Rita MacIsaac
45s:
1.
2.
3.

Nin Campbell & Mary Ann Gillis
Mary Oakley & Yvonne Dowe
Christene & Kenneth Campbell

Scrabble:
1.
Duncan Mustard & Florence Fraser
2.
Robie Cameron & Evelyn Dixon
3.
Agnes Blanchard & Rita O’Keefe

John Cotton makes friends
with the RCMP Safety Bear
- Port Hawkesbury Evergrn (under the fur is Michael
Lok).
- Margaree
- Cheticamp Seniors
- Inverness Namara Club
“The
- Inverness Namara Club
- Middle River Seniors Club
- Islandview Marble Mtn Srs
- Inverness Namara Club
- Inverness Namara Club
- Margaree New Horizons

Cribbage:
1.
John Alex MacEachern & George Dunford
2.
Dora Delaney & Marie Louise Aucoin
3.
Edward MacNeil & Peggy Small

The musicians had people’s toes tapping so much they
started dancing square sets.
The Participaper

- Mabou Seniors
- Nouveaux Horizons
- Mabou Seniors

Mirror” The
Margaree
ladies
had the
audience
laughing out loud as
a parade of women
aged decade by
decade. The
narrator explained
the thought process
of each age in a
pricelessly funny
piece.

“Rita MacNeil” dropped in with her back up
singers to entertain the seniors.
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Service Canada tips: Is there one place where I can access the answers
to questions I have about a variety of government programs and services ?

There are a range of ways to find information about federal government programs and services.

Some fast
ways to access services from the comfort of your own home are to search the Government of Canada’s
Internet site or to call the toll-free number of different departments or 1 800 O-Canada. These methods can
help you find the answers to your questions quickly if you know exactly what you are looking for.
You may, however, find it easier and more efficient to speak to someone face to face. A third option offers
you the opportunity to make whatever inquiry you may have in person. Service Canada Access Centres are
open across the country with trained service providers ready to help you find what you are looking for
regarding government programs and services. You can ask questions, search the Internet, pick up popular
publications, or contact government departments over the telephone.
Here are some examples of questions that are frequently asked at Service Canada Access Centres:
· I’ve just lost my wallet, how do I replace everything that was in it?
· How can I contact my Member of Parliament?
· What should I know before travelling out of the country?
· Where can I get an application for gun registry? A Social Insurance Number? Permanent
Resident Card? Or a birth certificate?
· How do I go about getting a patent or a better job?
· How can I trace my family tree or a relative?
· What should I know before I start my own business?
· How do I file a consumer complaint?
On top of getting answers to your most pressing questions, you can also pick up useful publications while
you’re in an Access Centre. Publications from various government departments are available at Service
Canada Access Centres. You can quickly gather information about travel, retirement, staying healthy, buying
a home, cashing a government check, services for children and services for adults all at the same place.
Service providers can also help you find government application forms you may be looking for online and
clarify any questions that may arise while you are filling the application. They can help you search the
Internet for specific information, or give you the telephone number of the government departments you wish
to contact.
Whatever your question or need concerning government programs and services, service providers at a
Service Canada Access Centre should be able to give you an answer or point you in the right direction. To
find out more about Service Canada, visit www.servicecanada.gc.ca/ or stop by your local Service Canada
Access Centre.
You can also find more information about the government of Canada by clicking on www.canada.gc.ca or
by calling 1 800 O-Canada.
[Information provided by Service Canada]

Service Canada Centres provide in-person access to information on Government of Canada programs
and services. If you need information about programs, answers to questions or a referral to specific
services, please visit a Centre near you: * Indicates a bilingual centre
Chéticamp* (Les Trois Pignons)
Inverness* (Human Resource Centre of Canada)
Petit de Grat* (Centre La Picasse)
Port Hawkesbury* (Human Resource Centre of Canada)
Port Hood (Port Hood Resource Centre-Library)
St. Peters (East Richmond Education Centre)
Whycocomagh (Whycocomagh Education Centre)
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TEXTILE FESTIVAL - OPEN INVITATION
This is your invitation to participate in a textile
show this summer in Inverness. We are excited about
this year’s show, as it will be held in the beautiful new
Inverness County Centre for the Arts, a perfect venue
for showcasing the work of all textile artists. Quilters,
weavers, rug hookers, costume designers,
needleworkers, etc., are all invited to participate.
The show will open with a reception on August 7th
and run until August 26th. We are hoping for a good
cross-section of work from across the Island. Items for
sale are encouraged, with a 30% commission being
paid to the gallery and 70% going to the artist. Please
calculate your selling price to reflect this commission.
HST must also be charged on all sales at the Centre.
An entry fee of $5.00 per item will be charged, with The committee members, showing off some of the
a maximum charge of $15.00 per exhibitor. The
beautiful textiles produced in Inverness County, are
th
deadline for entries is July 14 , with delivery to the
pictured left to right: Eileen MacNeil, Margie
centre on August 4th and 5th, pick-up August 27th and
MacIsaac, Bea Tilsley, Anne Morrell Robinson.
28th. (See calendar on this page).
Due to space limitations, all entries may not be accepted, in which case your registration fee will be
refunded. Original designs or traditional patterns are encouraged. Direct products of kits or copyrighted
patterns cannot be accepted without permission of the designer. Large items must have a securely attached 3”
wide hanging sleeve and all items must have a label with the artist’s name, phone number and the title of the
piece securely attached. All items must be clean and presentable.
We are looking forward to receiving your registrations
(registration form on next page) and seeing your work. Your
Textile Festival Committee is Margie MacIsaac, Bea Tilsley,
Anne Morrell Robinson and Eileen MacNeil.

Calendar 2004
July 14th – deadline for registration form
August 4th & 5th – delivery of items to Art Centre
August 7th – Show opening (time TBA)
August 27th & 28th – pick up items at Art Centre

More of the work of some of our talented local
textile artists.

ATTENTION TRIATHLETES
“Kids of Steel”, a mini-triathlon and fun event for kids, starts at Al MacInnis Sports Centre, Port Hood, July 24
at 9 am. Applications are available locally or by contacting Coline MacEachern at 625-2594 or email:
coline.maceachern@strait.ednet.ns.ca.
This year the Port Hood triathlon is scheduled for Sunday, July 25 at the Port Hood Wharf Beach.
This event will also serve as the Provincial Championships. Information available on the web at
www.porthood.net/triathlon/ on-line registration: www.tri-athlete.ca. Or contact the Department of Recreation
and Tourism at 787-3507.
The Participaper
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INVERNESS COUNTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS
TEXTILE FESTIVAL 2004 REGISTRATION FORM
Name of Artist
Address
Phone Number

Postal Code

Item No. 1
Title
Medium
Measurements
Fibre Content
For Sale

Not for Sale

Selling Price
○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

Item no. 2
Title
Medium
Measurements
Fibre Content
For Sale

Not for Sale

Selling Price
A brief artist statement, (50 words or so) may accompany each item. (Inspiration, special
techniques, etc.)
If registering more than 2 items, please copy form and supply information on each item.
Submit registration form to:
Margie MacIsaac,
232 Deepdale Road,
R.R. # 1,
Inverness, N.S.,
B0E 1N0
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REGIONAL LIBRAR
Y NEWS
IBRARY
TD Summer Reading Club
"Fire up your imagination! Dragons, Books, and Quests!" is the
theme for this year's program. Activity booklets and reading logs
are sure to fill those hot summer days! Visit your Branch/Link site
for more information.

Do you want to fill those long,
hazy days of summer? Then
drop in to a Library, visit a
Libr@ry Link site or visit us
online at ecrl.library.ns.ca We
can give you lots of ways to fill
your leisure time this summer books, audio tapes and CDs,
DVDs and videos. So if you
haven't been to see us lately,
drop by!

If you are unable to visit a Branch or Link, the following services may
meet your needs:
BOOKS BY MAIL
We provide a free mail-out library service for persons who live in the
more rural areas of the County. Just call in or e-mail us your request.
VISITING LIBRARY SERVICE
For persons who, because of a physical handicap or other reason,
cannot easily leave their home, we will bring or mail to you a selection
of reading materials chosen by our staff to reflect your preferences.
Let us know your specific needs and tastes.
VIRTUAL LIBRARY
Visit our virtual library at ecrl.library.ns.ca It’s where you’ll find our
on-line catalogue, magazine databases, booklists and reference service.
Call us for further information at 747-2597.
For further information, please contact Eastern Counties Regional Library
headquarters, by telephone:747-2597, E-mail: info@nsme.library.ns.ca or
visit our Website www.ecrl.library.ns.ca

BRANCHES: SUMMER HOURS:

JULY AND AUGUST, 2004

MARGAREE FORKS Tel/Fax: 248-2821
Monday
1:30 - 4:30 & 6:30 - 8:30
Tuesday & Wednesday
6:30 - 8:30
Thursday
10:00 - 12:00
1:30 - 4:30 & 6:30 - 8:30
Friday
1:30 - 4:30
Saturday
2:00 - 4:30
HOURS:

LIBR@RY LINKS:

MULGRAVE Tel: 747-2597 Fax: 747-2500
Monday
10:30 - 12:30 & 2:00 - 8:00
Tuesday & Wednesday
2:30 - 8:00
Thursday
1:00 - 4:00
Friday & Saturday
CLOSED

PT HAWKESBURY Tel/Fax 625-2729
Mon., Wed., & Thurs. 3:00 - 8:00
Tues., & Fri.
9:00 - 2:00
Saturday
CLOSED

JULY AND AUGUST, 2004

INVERNESS EDUCATION CENTRE
(every 2 weeks) Thursdays
12:00 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 8:00
July 1 Cancelled
July 15, 29
Aug. 12, 26

JUDIQUE COMMUNITY CENTRE
(every 4 weeks) Wednesdays
4:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30
July 14
August 11

PORT HOOD RESOURCE CENTRE
(every 4 weeks) Tuesdays
3:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30
July 6
August 3, 31

MABOU, DALBRAE ACADEMY
(every 2 weeks) Wednesdays
3:45 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 8:00
July 7, 21
August 4, 18

ST. JOSEPH DU MOINE/CENTRE SAINTJOSEPH (every 2 weeks) Thursdays
12:00 - 5:15 & 6:00 - 8:00
July 8, 22
August 5, 19

WHYCOCOMAGH EDUCATION
CENTRE
(every 4 weeks) Wednesdays
3:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 8:00
July 28
August 25

The Participaper
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF INVERNESS
TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
MAIN SWITCHBOARD ............................................ 787-2274
Fax - All Departments ......................... 787-3110
BUILDING INSPECTOR:
Port Hawkesbury ................................ 625-1572
Port Hood .......................................... 787-2900
ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:
Administration ................................... 787-3502
........................................................ 787-3503
Water Utilities ................................. 787-3503
Emergency Sewer & Water Maintenance 24 Hrs ............. 258-3335
EXECUTIVE OFFICES:
Warden ............................................... 787-3514
Chief Administrative Clerk ................. 787-3500
CAO Secretary .................................... 787-3501
FINANCE DEPARTMENT:
Director .............................................. 787-3511
Tax Collector ...................................... 787-3510
Accounting ......................................... 787-3505
Data Processing .................................. 787-3505
INVERNESS COUNTY HOME CARE ..................... 787-3449
Municipal Homes:
Foyer Père Fiset ................................... 224-2087
Inverary Manor ................................... 258-2842
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT:
Divisions:
Building Inspector:
Port Hawkesbury ................................ 625-1572
Building Inspector:
Port Hood .......................................... 787-2900
Development Control ............................................ 625-1572
Policy:
MDP Office ....................................... 625-1572
RECREATION AND TOURISM
Director, Recreation & Tourism ............................. 787-3506
Director, Community Development & Culture .....787-3506
Assistant /Recreation & Tourism ............................ 787-3507
Adult Education & School Program Coordinator .. 787-3508
Tourism Toll-Free ........................................ 1-800-567-2400
COMMUNITY SERVICES ......................................... 787-4000
Toll-Free .................. 1-800-252-2275
Strait Highlands Regional Development Agency (SH-RDA)
Port Hawkesbury ................................ 625-3929
OUR WEBSITE & EMAIL ADDRESSES ARE:
www.invernessmunicipality.com or www.invernessco.com
email: recreation@invernessco. com.
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Continued from Page 2...
DIRECTOR’S DESK

PORT HOOD TRIATHLON 2004:
This year’s triathlon is slated for
Sunday, July 25 at the Port Hood
Wharf Beach. This year’s triathlon will
also be the site of the Provincial
Championships. Also available on the
web at www.porthood.net/triathlon Or
email:
coline.maceachern@strait.ednet.ns.ca
RECREATION & CONTINUING
EDUCATION PROGRAMS:
Our school and community programmers will be coordinating courses
and instructors for program registration
in September. If there is a particular
program, workshop or class you would
like to see offered in your community,
or if you have talent you would like to
share as an instructor, be sure to
discuss it with your local programmer.
Instructors set their own schedules
and rates. For more information
and a list of programmers contact the
Recreation/Tourism office at 787 3508, or email: amaceachern@
invernessco.com. The programmers
have a deadline of August 15 to have
their course offerings ready for our next
issue.
WEEKLY RADIO REPORT:
Every Thursday afternoon the
Municipality of Inverness’ Tourism/
Recreation Department airs a Recreation Report on 101.5 The Hawk and
CJFX radio stations.
If your organization has any upcoming events (non-profit) you would like
to have promoted, please contact us by
any of the following methods: Tel:
787-3507, Fax: 787-3110, email:
dmacdonald@invernessco.com, or mail:
Recreation/Tourism Dept., PO Box
179, Port Hood, NS, B0E 1P0.
Information should reach our office
by Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.
The Participaper

John Nesbitt Exhibit

In Memoriam
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