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The costumes are just one of the reasons to see the musical masterpiece, Le Grand
Cercle, this year in Chéticamp.
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FROM THE INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
11TH ANNUAL SENIORS GAMES
Congratulations to all the Inverness County
Seniors Clubs and presenters who attended
this year’s Senior Games and helped make
it another successful day! Coverage of the Games starts
on page 24 of this issue.
INVERNESS COUNTY EXPO IN HALIFAX
The Municipality participated in the first ever Inverness
County Expo which was held in Halifax June 3, 2007.
For pictures and a recap of the Expo see page 16 & 17 of
this issue.
Expo Exhibitor List
Municipality of Inverness County
Strait Highlands Regional Development Association
Lobsterpalooza 2007
East Coast Credit Union
Nova Scotia Community College Port Hastings Campus
Town of Port Hawkesbury
Celtic Music Interpretive Centre
Port Hood RV Coop
Nova Scotia Office of Gaelic Affairs
Red Shoe Pub
Mabou & District Development Association
Mabou Small Business
Féis Mhàbu
L’arche Cape Breton
Ceilidh Trail Tourism Promotion Group
Glenora Distillers
The Inverness County Centre for the Arts
Inverness Beach Village
Broadcove Concert
Coady’s Realty
Bear Paw Gift Shop
Tulloch Inn Lake Ainslie
Chéticamp Motel & Chalet
Acadian Music Association of Chéticamp
Cooperative Artisanale de Chéticamp Limitée
Pleasant Bay Development Association
Whale Interpretive Centre - Pleasant Bay
Wesley’s Whale Watch - Pleasant Bay & Chéticamp
Mid Trail Motel
Rusty Anchor Restaurant
Parks Canada
Garrison Brewery
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SUMMER RECREATIONAL PROGRAMS &
OPPORTUNITIES
Watch your mailbox for the new recreation
brochure Summer 2007 Inverness County On the
Move.... – it is bright yellow! We’ve listed
recreational opportunities by community as
well as special events. Whether it’s day camps
or weekly programs, dancing, ball hockey or
entering the 5k run at the local festival, there
are activities for all ages. Information has been
compiled to help our residents and visitors BE
ACTIVE this summer.
For more information on this brochure contact
us at the Recreation/Tourism Department
787-3507 or 3508.
RECREATION & CONTINUING EDUCATION
PROGRAMS FALL 2007
Our school and community programmers will
be coordinating courses and instructors for
program registration in September. If there is
a particular program, workshop or class you
would like to see offered in your community
or if you have talent you would like to share as
an instructor, be sure to discuss it with your
local programmer. Instructors set their own
schedules and rates. For more information and
a list of programmers, contact the Recreation/
Tourism office at 787-3508, or email:
amaceachern@invernessco.com.
The programmers have a deadline of August
15 to have their course offerings ready for our
next issue.
Director’s Desk continues on page 29
A special thank you goes out to
Municipal Intern Shelley Cameron
for her help coordinating
the 2007 Senior Games and our
On the Move... brochure!
DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF
THE PARTICIPAPER
IS AUGUST 3, 2007
[Table Of Contents: Page 31]
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by Dr. Jim St. Clair

The Irish in Inverness County
and in the Emerald Isle

4. Andrew Dunn, “a nephew of Moses Doyle who
lives in my house in Port Hood.”
As many as a thousand immigrants from Ireland 5. George Donohue of “ Linster,” County Wexford,
“my half brother.”
arrived in Inverness County in the late 1700s and
In addition, he leaves money to the trustees of Saint
the early 1800s. They came decades before the
Peter’s Church, Port Hood. It also needs to be noted
potato famine which occasioned the departure of so
that Myles MacDaniel of Margaree was also a relative
many Irish for other parts of Canada and for the
of Edward Hayes.
United States as well. The famine of course, resulted
The will is a fine source of information concerning
in the death of thousands of people who died of
this very extended family of Irish Immigrants - but
starvation and disease.
Edward Hayes arrived two
The only Irish immigrant
Always remember in your heart these three things:
decades before his younger
who may have come during
Whence you come, who you are and what shall
relatives with whom he had
become of you.
the time of the famine is
clearly remained in touch
...From the Kildare poems
Susan Gilmore of Upper
with after he left Wexford.
(early 14th century)
Southwest Mabou, who came
The information in this will
as a single woman in the
contains more data than can
1850s. She may have been a
now be found in documents in Ireland.
relative of the Moran family who had arrived in the
II. Research in Ireland
area many years earlier.
Perhaps the first people from Ireland to settle in a) Research Centres:
Inverness County were Edward Hayes and his wife Each County in Ireland (and there are 32) now has
Phebe who came from County Wexford in 1786 or a centre to assist genealogical searching. The Tourist
1787. They state that date on the 1818 census at Bureau of Ireland offers a guide to each of these in
the publicity material that is available with other
which time they are living at Port Hood.
Hayes was one of the owners of the grist mill located travel literature. For instance, for those many families
on the Little River and also had a store, perhaps the in Inverness County, the Doyles, the MacDaniels,
the Dunns, the Murphys, etc., the Yola Farmstead
first in the area.
The will of Edward Hayes is one of the most useful Folk Park, Wexford, has a section on families that at
documents on file for it gives much information of one time lived in County Wexford. Although the
use to the genealogist. Many of his relatives settled records really don’t go sufficiently far back to be useful
for researchers, the centre has some suggestions for
in the Margarees.
His will is dated 21 December 1816 and was further digging.
For those families from Kilkenny, such as the
brought to Probate Court in 1822. In this document
Meaghers of Brook Village or the Bulls of Port Hood,
he mentions the following:
1. His wife Phebe and his daughter Mary who there is a genealogical centre located near the Tourist
Centre in Kilkenny City.
married Parker Smith of Port Hood Island.
2. William, Thomas, John and Edward Hays of b) In Dublin, the National Library has a genealogical
“Linster,” County Wexford, Ireland, “my father’s corner and many books of general history and
accounts of Irish families. The National Archives in
brother’s sons.”
3. Moses (probably Mogue), Bridget, Mary, Dublin has guides to further research. The two
Margaret Doyle, siblings, the children “of my half Register Offices, one for the Republic in Dublin and
sister.” - all of “Linster, County Wexford.”
Continued next page...ANCESTORS
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one for the Ulster Counties of Northern Ireland in Belfast
are helpful agencies.
c) There are also listings of professional genealogical
researchers through the Association of Professional
Genealogists in Dublin and the Association of Ulster
Genealogists and Record Agents in Belfast. For
approximately $100.00, a searcher can hire trained people
to evaluate the likelihood that records remain for the early
1800s in specific areas.
d) Birth, death and marriage records - no public registry
for such records exists prior to 1864. For a few places,
Above and below, this old graveyard in Kilkenny
church records for the earlier periods survive, but one must
is where some Irish ancestors could be buried.
seek them out by community as no national collection
However, inscriptions on the older gravestones in
exists.
many of the cemeteries are so weathered and
e) Although census records were taken each ten years from
worn it is impossible to determine who is buried
1821 through 1911, the documents were all destroyed at
there. If you are searching for your ancestors, you
the time of the First World War.
would be well served to make use of the archives
f ) Flax list - in 1796, the government of Ireland wished to
of churches and libraries before searching for
encourage more growing of flax and more weaving of linen
clues in cemeteries in Ireland.
cloth. Spinning wheels were given out to individuals who
planted acreage with flax. The names of the people receiving
these wheels survives and is very useful in placing people in
communities in counties, particularly in the northern counties.
g) The Griffith Evaluation of the mid-1800s period contains
the names of people living in each community and the amount
of land held or rented. The names on the evaluation provide
a researcher with the location of individuals of particular
names. Although most Inverness County Irish had long since
left, relatives who remained may be found on these lists. The
Evaluation came after the time of the Great Famine.
h) What to do - people planning to write to centres or agencies
in Ireland or who intend to visit the Emerald Isle need to
organize their material on paper prior to making contact
with the agencies. For example: 1. What specific
information do you have available that is pertinent to
your ancestor (proof ) - land records or death records or
cemetery stone inscriptions? Check for wills (such as
the Edward Hayes will above) or for obituaries in
newspapers. Identify the religion of the immigrant if
possible. Most Wexford, Kilkenney and Waterford
families are Roman Catholic. Most people from
Northern Ireland are Presbyterian or Church of Ireland.
A few might be Baptists or Methodists. Such data will
help to locate any surviving records
2. What traditions are held by members of the family
about where the ancestors lived, what were their
The Genealogical Centre in Kilkenny, Republic of
Ireland is located on this street.
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occupations, who were their relatives, why did they
emigrate? (Remember, almost nobody came here at the
time of the Great Famine, they arrived beforehand.)
3. Purchase a good tour guide of Ireland that has maps
in it - read about the area in which you are interested.
Try also to find, either in the library or out on the internet,
a summary of the history of the area.
4. If all you know is that your ancestor is John Murphy
who came from Ireland in the ealry 1800s and you can
find no specific material about him or his family
members, then your search is in vain - too many people
The Avoca Handweavers Mill claims to be the
of the same name. But an unusual first name may
oldest in the Irish Republic, the sign says it was
sometimes be a clue. An ancestor of this columnist carried
established in 1723. This mill is located in the
the unusual name of Hans Mitchell - research has
scenic village of Avoca where the Irish “soap
determined that almost all people in the mid-1700s and
opera” Ballykissangel was filmed.
early-1800s with that name were from County Tyrone
and were named for a distinguished minister of the late 1600s.
But such unusual first names are rare.
5. If you are unsure of the original home of your ancestors, try
to find the location where neighbours who also came from
Ireland once lived. Then check with the Genealogical Centre
in that county to see if people of the name you are seeking ever
lived there; people tended to settle near others who came from
the same place
6. If you cannot provide specific information, but wish to go
anyhow, then enjoy and ask questions, particularly at the
Research Centres. You may find a lucky clue. But it is
important to remember that most people going to Ireland in
search of ancestors are descendants of those who came at the
time of the Great Famine and people in Ireland know little
about the earlier immigration which brought people here and This old church near Wexford is on the way
to Newfoundland.
to the harbour to the south. Again, the
7. Be certain to tombstones in the graveyard here were so
organize
the worn down and weathered, the
material
you inscriptions on them were non-existent. It
have on paper was hard to tell if this is attributable to the
and make several material used, or to the rains that
copies so that constantly fall on the Emerald Isle which
you can leave an also makes their gardens so outstandingly
inquiry at a beautiful.
research centre
with a request that people write to you.

Another mill, this one is the Blarney
Woolen Mill in Bunratty, Republic of
Ireland.
The Participaper

III. Case Study:
Wright Family of Mull River - William Wright on his petition
for land in 1815, states that he was born about 1788 in
County Cavan. His name and that of his brother James appear
Continued next page...ANCESTORS
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later on a deed of 1830 where William of Port Hood
transfers the land in Mull River to his brother James.
They both signed a petition of 1821 to request that
Reverend William Millar come to the Mabou-Port
Hood area to be the Presbyterian Minister; so it
appears the brothers were Presbyterian.
Research in County Cavan determines that there
were five Wrights (one a William) who requested a
spinning wheel in 1796 in recognition of their
growing flax for weaving. William’s address in
County Cavan is given as Killishandra. No records
survive in Killishandra for the Presbyterian Church.
On the Griffiths Evaluation of 1858 for County
Cavan there are twenty-five people with last name
Wright in that area - several in Killishandra. This
is of course, forty years since the immigrants arrived
in Inverness County.
Until perhaps records of the large estate owners
are found, or records in private hands are made
public, there is no further research to be done.
There is much history about immigrants from
Northen England and Southern Scotland arriving
in the area in the late 1600s as growers of flax settled there by the English authorities. It would
appear the Wright family is of that group, but as
yet no proof can be found, nor in the opinion of
A good website resource for finding information
on Irish ancestors:
http://www.ireland.com/ancestor/
National Library, Republic of Ireland
Location: Kildare Street, Dublin, 2
Website: www.nli.ie location:
Dublin National Archives:
Email: cityarchives@dublincity.ie
Website: www.dublincity.ie
Address: Dublin City Archives,
138 - 144 Pearse Street, Dublin City Centre
Republic of Ireland General Register Office
Convent Road, Roscommon
Website http://www.groireland.ie/
Kilkenny Archaeological Society
Address: Rothe House, Parliament St., Kilkenny
e-mail: rothehouse@eircom.net
Website: www.kilkennyarchaeologicalsociety.ie
Wexford Heritage and Genealogy Society
Address: Yola Farmstead, Folk Park, Tagoat, Rosslare, Co.
Wexford
e-mail wexgen@eircom.net
Website:
http://homepage.eircom.net/~yolawexford/genealogy.htm
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researchers are there any further records which can
be consulted.
BOOK REVIEW
Honour Roll of the Nova Scotia Overseas Highland
Regiment, by W. James MacDonald of Baddeck,
(publisher, Cape Breton University Press 2007,
$29.95).
Dedicated to: “The lost generation, ‘there is a
need to remember them,’” the book is a collection
of the names and brief biographical details about
the members of the 85th, 185th, 193rd and 219th
Battalions of the Highland Brigade who were either
killed or who died of their wounds during the First
World War.
Particularly welcome to relatives of today and to
researchers in family history, are the identification
of the places of burial or of names on monuments
in case the body was not recovered. As well there
are detailed maps of the battlefields where the
brigade participated in the conflict.
MacDonald has laboured for a long time to gather
all the appropriate material concerning these soldiers
of a time almost a century ago. A photograph of
almost every person is included next to the account
of the soldier’s life and death.
The format of the book is very user-friendly. The
cover design is by Cathy MacLean of Pleasant Bay.
The youthful appearance of the faces and the short
lives of the deceased combatants are very moving as
one reads through more than 200 pages of listings
of one-time residents of Cape Breton and other parts
of Nova Scotia.
Relatives and current residents of many
communities in Inverness County will find names
of deceased soldiers such as: Pte John Arsenault
born in Cheticamp who died at Vimy Ridge as did
Pte Fred Cranton of Northeast Margaree. Two
brothers, Dan Finlay and John Angus Beaton of
Strathlorne, were born 18 months apart in 1898
and 1897, died just weeks apart, one killed in
action, the other dying from his wounds in 1918.
There are many more from Inverness County.
Unfortunately, there is not a master index of the
names, just of their communities. The listings are
by battalions. But the book is an important
contribution to Cape Breton history and a fine
addition to any library or personal collection. 
The Participaper

INVERNESS COUNTY 2007 FESTIVALS & EVENTS
D ATE

E VENT

T RAIL

Year-round
May 27 - July 1
June to October
June 25 - September 16
June 26 to September 11
July 3 - August 14
July 4 - August 29
July - August
July 5 - August 30
June - August
June - August

West Mabou Family Square Dances, West Mabou
Lobsterpalooza 2007
Harness Racing, Inverness Raceway, Inverness
Monday Night Adult Square Dances, Brook Village
Tuesday Night Ceilidhs, Mabou
Tuesday Night Adult Square Dances, Scotsville
Wednesday Night Ceilidhs, Judique
Thursday Night Ceilidhs, Inverness
Thursday Night Family Square Dances, Glencoe Mills
Friday Night Adult Square Dances, SW Margaree
3 Fiddler Concert, Ceilidh & Dances
"The Barn", Margaree Valley
Fête du Canada, Chéticamp
Féstival de l'Èscaouette, Chéticamp
Lake Ainslie Firemens Ceilidh Days, Scotsville
Firefighters Fun Days, NE Margaree
Judique-On-the-Floor, Judique
Whycocomagh Summer Festival, Whycocomagh
1st Annual Lobster Festival, Port Hood
Hands Dancing Artists Showcase, Inverness
Mabou Ceilidh Festival, Mabou
Inverness Crab Festival
Inverness Gathering Summer Festival, Inverness
Port Hood Triathlon & Kids of Steel Jr Triathlon
Belle Côte Days, Belle Côte
Le Grand Cercle (Musical stage play), Chéticamp
51st Annual Broad Cove Outdoor Scottish Concert
Chestico Days Summer Festival, Port Hood
Chestico Step Dancing Festival, Port Hood
Margaree Summer Festival, Margaree Forks
Annual Ceilidh On the Wharf, Mabou Coal Mines
Kintyre Farm Annual Outdoor Scottish Concert
Judique
Summer Fun Days, MacKinnon's Campgrounds
East Lake Ainslie
Glencoe Day, Glencoe Mills
Orangedale Railway Station
Open House & Birthday, Orangedale
West Bay Road Fall Fair, West Bay Road
Celtic Colours International Music Festival
(12 County venues)

Ceilidh Trail
Cabot Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Cabot Trail

July 1
July 1 - August 6
July 3 - 7
July 6 - 8
July 6 - 8
July 11 - 15
July 14
July 15 - August 5
July 19 - 22
July 20
July 23 - 28
July 21 & 22
July 25 - 29
July 26 - 29
July 29
July 30 - August 5
August 4
August 4 & 5
August 12
August 12
September 1 & 2
September 2
September 16
September 21 - 23
October 5 to 13

Cabot Trail
Cabot Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Cabot Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Bras d'Or Lake
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Cabot Trail
Cabot Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Cabot Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Ceilidh Trail
Bras d'Or Lake
Bras d'Or Lake
Cape Breton Island Wide

Inverness County on the Move...
challenges you to be active your way every day for life!
The Participaper
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A Spectacular Musical Journey - Le Grand Cercle
Inverness County is the place to be at any time of

by Marie Aucoin

the year, however, the summer months are the
optimal time for music lovers. There is music
everywhere in the summertime here community halls, arenas, restaurants, barns, bars,
pubs, taverns, theatres, firehalls, tents, decks,
patios, kitchens, living rooms, on boats, beaches,
at sea, on the river, in fields. Indoors or out,
anywhere your imagination can take you, it is
almost a guarantee you'll hear music (and see
some step-dancing) this summer!!
One epic musical journey not to be missed will
take place in Chéticamp. Le Grand Cercle, is an
original and compelling musical production
based on the history of Acadie and the Acadians
A few of the meticulously reproduced costumes made for
of Chéticamp. Written by Paul Gallant and
the production of Le Grand Cercle. [Photographed
under the
inside St. Peter’s Church, Chéticamp.]
musical
direction of Scott MacMillan, this beautifully orchestrated and
inspiring musical journey through time, is a fitting homage to the
fortitude of the Acadians whose culture has survived and thrives in
spite of the monumental hardships they have endured.
Worth the price of admission alone are the faithfully and
meticulously reproduced costumes and stunning backdrops. The
backdrops (sets) themselves are capable of exacting an emotional
response. The costumes and sets were produced by Luc Rondeau.
The lighting by Louise Lemieux.
However, it is the music and story that will touch you to the core
and stay with you long after the performance is over. The arrangements of the
traditional Acadian tunes and the
beautiful original songs are
performed by musically gifted
Above and below, some of the faithfully
actors who themselves are possessed
recreated period costumes.
of no small amount of an actor's
sensibility.
Add to the mix a professional
orchestra of talented musicians
plus a children’s and adult choir
and you will understand why, at
the end of the performances,
The story of the Acadians
audiences have been jumping to
is told through the two
their feet at the end of this
characters above who live
memorable production asking for
in the future. The
more.
President of the world
Continued next page...GRAND CERCLE
and his assistant, Azna.
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Adults and children alike, regardless of language, will enjoy this moving musical journey through time.
Le Grand Cercle can be seen at the arena in Chéticamp from July 26 to 29 at 8:00 p.m., with an
additional presentation at 2:00 p.m., July 29th.
Pictured in these
photos are just a
few of the
beautifully crafted
costumes made
specifically for the
production of Le
Grand Cercle.

For tickets to Le Grand Cercle
Call: (902) 224-1876 or email:
leconseildesartsdonna@ns.sympatico.ca
Admission:
At the door
Adults - $23 plus tax
Students and seniors - $17 plus tax
Advance tickets
Adults - $17 plus tax
Students and seniors - $12 plus tax

We extend a very warm welcome to all visitors to this year’s Festival de l’Escaouette in the Chéticamp
area July 1, 2007 to August 26, 2007. It is hoped that Le Festival will entice our many relatives, friends
and neighbours to come and join in the fun and frolic of these celebrations. We hope that these
festivities will provide an opportunity to discover our
cultural heritage, to renew old acquaintances and to
develop closer bonds of friendship.
The festival’s mission is to promote Acadian
culture in all of its forms and in various ways. Every
summer, many Acadians return to Chéticamp in
order to celebrate their historical heritage and the
vitality of their culture.
We encourage our Inverness County neighbours to
attend any or all of the celebrations in the
Chéticamp area and hope you will enjoy the
Acadians’ wonderful hospitality. We hope that you
will take time to enjoy all that Chéticamp has to
Pictured at the official launch of the Festival de l’Escaouette
offer.
with some of the costumed actors from Le Grand Cercle were,
For updates and a complete list of all events during back row l - r: Michel Aucoin, le Conseil des arts de
Chéticamp; Napoleon Chiasson, Master of Ceremonies for the
the Féstival de l'Escaouette in Chéticamp for July
event; Roger Cuzner, MP; Paul Gallant, le Conseil des arts de
and August 2007, check out our website at:
Chéticamp; and Daniel Aucoin, La Société St-Pierre.
www.festivallescaouette.com.
Bienvenue à tous! Welcome one and all!
The Participaper
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Official Grand Opening of the Celtic Music Centre
by Virginia MacIsaac

After a year of operating in a new building,
excitement was high on Saturday, June 16, when
the Celtic Music Interpretive Centre (CMIC)
Society held its Official Grand Opening. A
ribbon cutting, two room dedications, and tours
took place in the new building. Afterwards there
was a dinner with guest speakers, and
entertainment by musicians Andrea Beaton,
Blanche Sophocleous, and Troy MacGillivray in
the Judique Community Centre.
President of the Society, Larry Graham,
welcomed everyone to the opening and expressed
appreciation to all who contributed in bringing
the Society to this point. Many loyal supporters Ribbon cutting: (l-r) Larry Graham, Rodger Cuzner MP,
worked for years to allow what was originally Len Goucher, Warden Duart MacAuley, Leo MacDonell,
called the ‘Celtic Music Project’ to move forward Kinnon Beaton.
from its beginning in 1996, when exploratory
meetings were held. In 1997 the first development grant was received and in 1998, the first program grant
allowed visitors to take step-dancing lessons with Amy Graham.
Many items on the original project list have come to fruition
including an Events Registry, the Interpretive Centre, a Resource
Library and Archives, Pubs, Ceilidhs, and Special Interpretive
Performances.
The newly dedicated Tom Rankin Interactive Exhibit Room
was named after a long-time supporter of the Society, Mr. Tom
Rankin, a former resident of River Denys Road in Judique. The
Celtic Music Interpretive Centre Society Board of Directors was
pleased to honour Mr. Rankin who now lives in Ontario and
was able to be in Judique for the opening.
This exhibit room displays much about Cape Breton’s musical
history and includes two video booths with lessons; one with
fiddler, Kinnon Linden MacIntyre, was the M.C.
Beaton and one
with step-dance instructor Mary Janet MacDonald, two great
performers.
Another unique service at the centre is the personal Music
Demo. The fiddling portion was originally carried out by
summer students who were developing their musical talent
and performance skills but the live demonstration of tunes is
now offered by accomplished Cape Breton musicians
Glenn Graham and Andrea Beaton.
Live step-dancing, this year presented by Kim Gillis,
accompanies the tune sessions in the room next to the stage.
The walls of this room are lined with photos of musicians and
Musicians at the dinner, Andrea Beaton,
a new plaque describes the dedication to the CMIC’s
Blanche Sophocleous, Troy MacGillivray
Continued next page...CELTIC
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Volunteer of the Year, Ronalda MacDonald, in appreciation of the many
hours she has spent with the Society greeting visitors, answering
questions, maintaining lists, helping to keep things organized in the
archives and offering assistance in many different ways.
Ryan J. MacNeil added a distinctly Highland flavour to the event
with pipe music enjoyed by guests both inside and outside. The ribbon
cutting was attended by M.P. Rodger Cuzner; Minister of Tourism and
Culture, Len Goucher; and Warden of Inverness County, Duart
MacAulay.
Warden MacAulay spoke at the dinner of the economic and social
benefits facilities such as the Celtic Music Centre, the Inverness County
Centre for the Arts and Strathspey Place create in our county. Guest
speaker, Sheldon MacInnes, of the Beaton Institute, continued in praise
of the efforts of staff, volunteers, and board members and said that the Ronalda MacDonald , Volunteer,
mission for the Celtic and Morag Graham, Committee
Music Centre reaches member.
beyond
Inverness
County and well beyond the shores of Cape Breton Island.
Master of Ceremonies for the evening was well-known
journalist Linden MacIntyre.
Before the evening concluded, there were two more special
presentations, again in thanks to Tom Rankin and Ronalda
MacDonald. Kinnon Beaton, Director of Operations at the
Celtic Music Centre, is a noted composer of fiddle tunes
and he, accompanied by Betty Beaton on piano, played two
new compositions; John Rankin’s Jig, in memory of the late
John Rankin, brother of Tom, and Ronalda’s Reel for
volunteer Ronalda MacDonald. Framed sheet music of their
respective original tunes was presented to Ronalda and the
Larry Graham and Tom Rankin
family of the late John Rankin.
Director of Operations at the Centre, Kinnon Beaton, has a background in music and business and has
already produced two CDs for the centre. Failte: A Cape Breton Welcome and Falite: Airs and Waltzes have
been made with the generous support and contribution of many musicians and graphic designer Cheryl
Smith who also does the CMIC website at http://
www.celticmusicsite.com. Both CDs are good examples
of the quality of musicians and music composition in
Cape Breton and can be found in the Gift Shop.
The Archives and Special Collection and Resource
Library was open for browsing during the afternoon.
The benefits of having a climate-controlled space and
trained staff to preserve the photographs, letters,
journals, and audio-video material of items related to
the music (from the past and for the future) is a goal
finally realized.
There is a special $10.00 pass for admission to the
Tom Rankin Interactive Exhibit Room this year which
Guest Speaker Sheldon MacInnes
The Participaper
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allows return visits, perhaps
with friends, or to continue to
visit the fiddle lesson and stepdancing video exhibits to
expand one’s knowledge and
skills.
Check out our website for a
variety of musicians performing
at the pubs and Sunday
ceilidhs held at the Centre.
Larry Graham, indicated the
great satisfaction he had
working with members of the
advisory board, the regular
board and its various
committees: the building
committee and operations
committee, and the golf
committee. This year is the
ninth annual Celtic Music
Classic Golf Tournament and
the fund-raiser has helped to
pay off the remaining mortgage
on the Judique Communtiy
Centre and raised funds to
contribute to building and
operating programs at the
Celtic Music Interpretive
Centre, now open for business
at 5471 Hwy 19 in Judique.
Failte, welcome one and all.

eeeeeee
The Municipality of Inverness
County wishes to thank the
following talented artists who
performed at the 2007 Inverness
County Expo in Halifax: Dave
MacIsaac, Raylene Rankin, Shelley
Campbell, Derrick and Melody
Cameron, Kinnon and Betty
Beaton, Marie Doucet, Kyle and
Keith MacDonald, and Harvey
Beaton.
+ *

+
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Mabou History - A School Heritage Project
by Neil MacInnis
Introduction
I started this project because the
only thing I knew about my
community was where the
blacksmith shops were and who
owned them, from my project
last year.
I found that not knowing
about my community was
pretty sad. So then I decided
to look for any old maps I could
find and interview people to find
out who owned all the houses
and businesses at the turn of the Neil with his Heritage Project which
century and find out how they can be viewed at the An Drochaid
were run. I also looked into Museum on Main Street in Mabou.
how people lived around here.
Mabou's Formation. Mabou
wasn't always a village. Before it was a village it was a big stretch of
land between Inverness and Port Hood. Mabou came together because
of a man named William MacKeen who owned a store at one time in
Mabou.
The first name that Mabou was known as was An Drochaid (The
Bridge). At this time there wasn't any bridge in Mabou. People
travelling through would have to go around through Rankinville and
around the river. After the bridge was formed, many people came into
the village and started building stores and companies. Mabou was
becoming a beautiful
little village with all
the goods in it you
needed to survive.
There were two
blacksmith
shops
right in the village, a
tailor shop, four banks
(at one time), three
convenience stores and
many more busiBridge into Mabou built circa 1893
nesses. While all these
companies were coming together, An Drochaid as they called it got its
permanent name, Mabou (which means shining waters).
Banks. Mabou was a very organized village. There were four banks in
Mabou, a Merchant's bank, a Royal bank, a Union bank and a People's
bank, all running at the same time. The banks worked basically the
same as they do today, except the prices of things were not near what
Continued next page...MABOU
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they are today. Some examples of prices of things people needed to
purchase back then were: 2½ Gallons of oil cost $2.25, and a coffin cost
$20.00. Do you think we could get two-and-a-half gallons of oil for
two dollars and twenty-five cents today? I don't think so!
Post Office. The Post Office in Mabou was owned by the Boyle family,
which is Mary Theresa Goodwin's grandparent's family. The Post Office
was in the building beside her house along with the convenience store.
On the boxes that held the mail were the letters D.O.C. This either
meant Department of Corrections or the Dominion of Canada. The
mail boxes worked the same as they do today. If you didn't have a box
you would have to ask a person who they used to call a "wicket" to give
you your mail or someone would deliver it to your house. Mary Theresa's
mother worked the Post Office. Mary had some of the old boxes from Top of table made from
the Post Office placed into her coffee table when she had it made.
mailboxes imprinted with
Hunt's store. Joseph Hunt's was the first building on the left after you “DOC”. These mailboxes came
came off the bridge coming from Port Hood, where Fiddle Stitches is from the old Post Office at
today. This was a general store and a fairly large one at that. When Mabou.
Joseph died around 1925, his sons Willy and Fred Hunt took over. In
1929 the store burnt down and they built a new building. They later went bankrupt. The priest at the
time, Father Bryden, arranged to buy the store for a Coop that my Grandfather, Archie Rankin managed at
one time.
Hezekiah Murray's store. Hezekiah Murray's store was positioned right across the road from Mary Theresa
Goodwin's house. This was a grocery store and in it he sold dry goods, clothing, boots and shoes, hardware,
crockery, groceries and provisions. When Hezekiah, died his son, Eddie, took over. His store is no longer
standing, but in its spot stands a shed owned by John Alex (Angus Johnny Ban) MacDonald. He lives in
what they called the Cluny house.
Blacksmith Shops. Mabou was a very independent village at
a time. This meant that we needed the shops and stores to be
that way. This included having a blacksmith shop. We had
not one but several blacksmith shops in the village. One of
the earliest forges was owned by a man they called Angus the
blacksmith (Cameron). His shop goes farther back than the
1880's. It was across the road from where Bernard Cameron
lives on Front Street. As a matter of fact, Bernard Cameron's
Father had a black smith shop that he himself, Bernard
Cameron, worked in.
That's not even the last of it. There was another blacksmith L - R back row: Angus J. Boyle, Duncan
shop owned by Angus Ronald Beaton. While Angus P. Boyle, Alex Boyle, Frances Boyle
Cameron's shop was running, the other two were not. Angus L - R Front row: Veronica Boyle, Lucy
Ronald Beaton and Bernard Cameron's Father, Danny Boyle, Katy Bell (Kit) Boyle (Mary
Cameron's forges came afterwards. These businesses were going Theresa Goodwin's mother who ran the
excellently because they had plenty of work to do. This was Post Office in Mabou early in the 1900’s.)
because almost everyone had a horse at that time and everyone
who had a horse would need it to be shoed every once in a while. And if people had a buggy, they would
have to get all of the metal parts of it made or repaired by the blacksmith.
J.D. Cameron's Store
J.D. Cameron's store was a one of the many General stores in Mabou. Mabou was a town that didn't rely
Continued next page...MABOU
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on places like Wal-Mart in Port Hawkesbury to get our goods. We had them
all here in our village. J.D.'s store was where the wood working shop was,
which was just sold to Fiddle Stitches. This store was worked by three members
of a family until 1975. These three people were J.D. Cameron, his son Johnny
J.D. Cameron, and then at last his son Hawley took over. Bobbie Mac Millan
then bought the store after the generation of the Camerons.
MacMillan's Store. Allan MacMillan was the first owner of the store that is
now today the Red Shoe pub. This store, as many others, started off as a
general store. When Allan died, his son Jimmy took over and owned the store
until he died in 1942. The store was then sold by his relatives to D.D. Mac
Donald who lived in Antigonish. He turned the store into a clothing store for
women. When he died, Mary Beaton who was working for him took over.
She owned the store until she died. The store then went to Joey Beaton and
A panel from Neil’s
it was turned back into a general store for a short time.
Heritage project. The top
Tommy Burke's Store. A long time ago if you were coming from the church
picture is of Mabou
into Mabou and you stopped at the intersection, on the right you would see
Harbour circa 1890’s.
a store owned by a man named Tommy Burke. This store was a carpenters
The bottom picture is of
shop and in it he also made altars for the various churches that existed at the
the church that replaced
time in the local area. He happens to be a distant relative of mine on my
the old church that was
father's side, whose grand mother was a Burke.
located at Oak Point.
The Farmers store. There was a shop that was in between the Mabou Parish
hall and Mary Catherine MacEachem's house that was a farmers’ store run by
a man by the name of MacPherson. This was a feed store
for animals. Farmers would also come in and sell their food
there.
Archie Cameron's Store. This store owned by Archie
Cameron was across the road from Johnny "Little Dougalls"
house. This store closed about 55 years ago. It was a general
store.
Harness shop. Alexander Hawley was the owner of the
harness shop where the Shining Waters stands today. It
was said to be one of the most beautiful stores in Mabou.
Alexander had
an apprentice Mabou Main Street circa 1890’s.
named John
MacDonald. When Alexander died, his apprentice John took
over. Then the shop was sold to the "Cu," and was then turned
into a store.
Eastern Auto. Eastern Auto was owned by a man named Charlie
Brown. In his garage that was that was located where Chris
MacDonald lives today, he sold gas, cars and repaired them
too. After his wife died, he moved away and the store was torn
down.
The Asylum. The Asylum in Mabou was located where Frances
Neil with Mary Theresa Goodwin, one of
Beaton's farm is today. The asylum was a place for the homeless,
the people he interviewed for his Heritage
elderly, and mentally and physically handicapped. The asylum
Project.
burnt down in 1947 and two patients were injured.
Continued next page...MABOU
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Doctors. There were two doctors in Mabou. One doctor was Doctor Kennedy. Dr. Kennedy lived where
Sally Beaton lives today. Dr. Kennedy was the first doctor of Mabou and had to deal with some heavy duty
crisis by himself. He wouldn't have very good instruments like they do today to do the jobs either. The
next doctor that came to Mabou was doctor MacNeil. Dr. MacNeil was Stanley (Doctor's) father and he
lived behind where Daniel (Doctor) lives today. After Dr. MacNeil moved in, Dr. Kennedy lost a few
patients because they thought that a younger doctor would have more knowledge. A story Stanley doctor
told me was that there was a huge car crash and the man in it was not expected to live. Well somehow they
got him to Dr. MacNeil and he saved his life. They said it was a miracle that he survived.
The Wharf. Did you know that there was a wharf right in the Mabou village? Well, there was. Mabou
used to be a big trading area. Big boats would come in and drop off things from other places and we would
fill the boats back up with goods to take back to wherever the boat came from. Stanley Dr. said that there
used to be a shack down at the wharf that the boats would unload all their luggage into. Some days the
boats that were supposed to go to Inverness and Port Hood would come to Mabou because they couldn't
get in to their area and the shack would be filled to the brim.
The Hotel's. The Cameron hotel was situated where the MacSweens is today. The MacSweens have a big
house today but the hotel was about twice the size. This hotel was for the wealthier people. It was said to
have great hospitality and wonderful food too. Then when the business started to slow down it was sold to
the MacSweens. There was also one other hotel that was in Mabou and it was situated where Cosman's
house is today which was owned by Earl Cosman's first wife.
The Exhibition Building was a place where the village would come to gather and picnic. It was a social
time for everyone.
[Ed Note: Above is the text of a Heritage Project undertaken by Neil MacInnis, a Grade 7 student at Bayview
School in Mabou. Neil interviewed local people and consulted old maps to obtain the information required to
complete his project. He approached his project with diligence, enthusiasm and energy. The finished product
speaks to the hard work and dedication he devoted to his assignment. However, the text has not been verified by
The Participaper as to its historical accuracy, it is printed here in its unedited format for what it is, an excellent
school Heritage project. We thank Neil for allowing us this opportunity to learn more about Mabou
through the memories of those who have lived here.]

Go With the FLOW

Take two dozen women with a spirit of adventure, add volunteer
instructors, fresh air, fly fishing, and the exuberant squeals of delight when a
fish is hooked and what do you have?? Give up?? Try: Go with the FLOW.
FLOW stands for Fishing Ladies Outdoor Weekend, and is a program
offered by the Margaree Salmon Association, which covers a number of
bases: It introduces women to the sport of fly fishing, introduces people to
the Margarees, and gives businesses a chance to promote themselves in a
different forum.
Margaree Salmon Association President, John Hart, says: “It was an idea
that came up a few years ago and we decided to give it a try. We offer a
pretty decent package, guides, meals, licence, accommodations and a
guaranteed good time for $400 per person for the weekend.”
Becky Dalton, of Megget, South Carolina
“Many of the participants registered for 2007 are repeat visitors, from as far with her catch from last year’s FLOW.
away as Ontario and South Carolina as well as from across Nova Scotia. A
lot of our gals got into fish last year and one of the group landed a salmon of about 12-14 lbs.” “Our weekend this year is
slated to run from July 13-15 and it promises to be a lot of fun” Hart concluded.
[Ed Note: The Go With The FLOW deadline for this year has passed (June 1st), however, anyone interested in next year’s event can
contact the Margaree Salmon Association by email at margsalmon@ns.sympatico.ca]
The Participaper

Page 15

Inverness County Business and Tourism Exposition A Great Success!!

O n Sunday, June 3rd at the Inverness County Expo in Halifax, a group
of people from the county came together to spread the word about why
this little corner of the planet is so special. In essence, they brought the
county to the people of Halifax hoping to attract people to visit or do
business here.
Private and public representatives with products to sell and
opportunities to speak of - tourism operators, cultural groups,
development groups, real estate companies, festival and events
organizers, arts and craft producers - they all set up shop at the Expo.
“Halifax is a close and
economically stable market
that makes it a natural location for a promotion such as
this,” said Ron MacEachen,
the Co-ordinator of the
Ron MacEachen, event
Expo. “Collectively with an
coordinator, spoke at the
event such as this, we can
opening of the Expo!
make a strong impact,
showcase the unique personality and opportunities available
in Inverness County, and build on that with future ventures
into other markets”.
People were lined up to get in before the doors opened at
11:00 a.m., and, before the day ended, over 750 visitors had
Over 750 visitors were welcomed with the been treated to a professional presentation that "knocked their
socks off!"
friendly smiles of Inverness County.
The exhibit
room was
colorful, vibrant
and bursting
with energy as
the music from
the stage kept
the crowd in a
good mood. As
they made their
way through the
All of
exhibits and
the
gathered
displays
information on
were
the county, a few
colourful,
visitors literally
the
step-danced
exhibitors
from one exhibit
friendly
to the next.
and
This ebullient
welcoming.
atmosphere was
Continued next page...
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not
confined
to the
exhibit
hall. In
the
cultural
expression
room
visitors
The pipers piped and fiddlers fiddled - and
were
everyone had a fine time at the Expo!!
Visitors listen intently to one of the exhibitors.
treated
to artistic presentations that
had more than a few of them
exclaiming, "This is really
something special to see!"
A number of people took
advantage of the square dance
lessons offered in the cultural
expressions room and watched
entranced as Harvey Beaton, a
well-known square-dancer
from the county, demonstrated
his prodigious step-dancing
Féis Mhàbu’s Frances MacEachern
talent. At 2 p.m., a hush fell
Even the dolls couldn’t
over this room as Alistair
help smiling as they
MacLeod, the internationally
enjoyed the day.
renowned author from
Dunvegan, took the podium for
a reading which he followed up with a question and
answer session.
As the day wound down people made their way to the
“Route 19 pub” at the venue. Here they were treated to a
show not unlike the many ceilidhs that people experience
when they travel
throughout the
The square dance lessons were a big hit!
county.
Entertainers kept an appreciative audience shaking their
heads in disbelief at the level of talent, no doubt prompting a
few patrons to think about "home" and others to say, "I must
visit Inverness County."
Visitors to the Expo were certainly left with an enhanced
understanding of the amazing vacation, cultural and business
opportunities available in Inverness County. Sponsors of the
event were very pleased with the results of the Expo and the
exhibitors expressed their desire to see it all happen again next
Alistair MacLeod held the attention of the
year. Stay tuned!!!

audience.
The Participaper
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Health and Fitness Are Achievable Goals
by P.J. Johnston

Where there’s a will, there’s a way.

Just
ask Madeleine Aucoin of Chéticamp and
share her enthusiasm for her work with
Acadie Grouille at l’École NDA, where
she is the head training instructor for
the Fitness Program.
Twenty-seven years ago, Madeleine
weighed 300 lbs and suffered from high
blood pressure. At the young age of
twenty-two, her doctor gave her a
choice; lose weight or depend upon
medication. She chose to lose weight,
changed her eating habits and began
teaching aerobic classes at École NDA.
Two years later she became an instructor
with the Nova Scotia Fitness Association, Madeleine Aucoin, Head Trainer at Acadie Grouille, with Anselm
teaching aerobics, step and stretch Poirier working out on the treadmill and Isabelle Larade on the
exercises, yoga and free weights.
Elliptical machine.
Madeleine has never looked back, nor
regretted the choices she made years ago….and it shows! She looks and feels fit and energetic, eager to
share her knowledge with others.
In 2003, Yolande LeVert started the Fitness Centre (Acadie Grouille) in Chéticamp. At that time,
Madeleine was working elsewhere and volunteered at Acadie Grouille. Her volunteer work soon became a
job, until the Centre closed and relocated to l’École NDA.
Now, 2 years later, Acadie Grouille is a vital, thriving fact of life, with Madeleine at the helm as head
trainer, and Donna Poirier working with her as a trainer.
Each year, Madeleine updates her considerable knowledge
and skills when she attends “Fitness Frenzy” seminars in Halifax.
This facility (Acadie Grouille) has been, and continues to be
a tribute to everyone involved - volunteers, trainers and
participants alike. It encompasses a range of exercise options:
a PACE circuit (for men and women), cardio machines
(treadmills, bicycles, rowing, steps, etcetera), weight-resistance
equipment and free weights…in fact, nearly everything that
can be found in large, urban fitness centres.
Within my own experience however, Acadie Grouille is more
user-friendly than those in larger centres. It is cheerful,
welcoming, encouraging, supportive and - as one would hope
in a health centre - exceptionally clean! Walk in the door on a
dreary day, hear the energetic music, and feel your spirits soar.
The age range of members at Acadie Grouille is from 10 to
80 years. Everyone, regardless of age, appears to benefit, both
physically and socially, from membership in the club.
Left to right: Scott Chiasson watches
Apart from the health benefits derived from regular use of the
Gaetan Boudreau using the leg extension
machine as Madeleine gives some advice on gym equipment, Madeleine and her team have devised
the most beneficial use of the machine.
Continued next page...HEALTH
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incentives and celebrations, tips and recipes for healthier living, for
those in need of added incentive and encouragement.
An added bonus - the only “gear” required is a pair of clean
running shoes and your most comfortable clothing.
Here is a sampling of what some of the gym’s satisfied “customers”
have to say.....“Fitness at Acadie Grouille is a ‘lifestyle’”... “At 51
I’m still going. Fitness makes you feel good”… “After working out
4 times per week for 1 year, I received the best blood results ever!”…
“Going to Acadie Grouille is a good social outing.”… “I have been
going to Acadie Grouille since January 2007 and have lost 20
pounds! I had tried to lose weight before but didn’t succeed. I can
honestly say that my time spent at the gym greatly helped my
weight loss program. Not only did I lose weight, but I feel much
better and I have so much more energy! Acadie Grouille is a great
facility with excellent employees who are always there to help and
offer advice. There is a super atmosphere there, so I encourage you
to join and get active! Do it to yourself because nobody else will!”
Madeleine’s commitment to the health and well-being of the
community takes her to La Salle des Retraités once weekly, where
she helps and encourages 15 Seniors to practice gentle stretches,
both standing or sitting (dependent upon physical agility or
limitations.) This is a very welcome “workout” for both body and
spirit. As it is too for the special needs clients of the Green Door
Work Centre Society in Chéticamp who meet with Madeleine twice
weekly in the main school gym at NDA, for games, stretching and
flexibility exercises and lots of fun!
A landmark project for Acadie Grouille was the recent hosting by
l’École NDA of the area’s first youth health fair where Madeleine
gave a presentation and put the students through a fun exercise
routine.
Everyone benefits one way or another from participation in this

Acadie Grouille is a nonprofit organization with a
5-member volunteer board.
Equipment is purchased with
the help of Government
grants, the Sacred Heart
Hospital and through local
fund-raising. The space at
l’École NDA is let rent-free
(the school has use of the gym
during school hours),
therefore, membership fees are
very reasonable.
Contact information:
Phone:
224-7002
(Madeleine or Donna)
Hours:
Mon-Fri:
6:30-11:00am
& 3:00-8:00pm
Sat-Sun 8:00am -3:30pm
Fees:
daily: $8.00
weekly: $25.00
monthly: $40.00
yearly: $230.00
Family: $350.00 yearly
Seniors and Students
monthly: $35.00
yearly: $200.00
really wonderful facility. It
changes lives. It’s affordable
and fun. It works! So do
yourself a favour: Drop in and
take a look, or call with any
questions or concerns you
might have about starting a
fitness program. For more
information call 224-7002
and speak to Madeleine or
Donna. 

Madeleine with the Green Door clients who benefit from her expertise.
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Chestico Days Welcomes Raylene Rankin and Beòlach
Chestico Days Summer Festival is delighted to the release of a new album, both of which were
welcome back some of Inverness County's most a huge success.
talented home-grown musicians. On Thursday,
August 2, 2007, Raylene Rankin and Beòlach will
perform in a fabulous concert at Strathspey Place in
Mabou.
Raylene and the Rankin Family played Chestico
Days in 1989 and 1990 and
Beoloch did a concert here in
2001. We are delighted to
welcome her back.
Since the age of four, Raylene
Rankin's sweet, pure voice has
been entertaining audiences.
From her start at concerts,
weddings and dances, she
progressed to performing in
summer musicals in Nova
Scotia and Newfoundland.
Raylene co-managed the Rankin Family Band for
its first two years, leading it to establish a strong
foothold on the Canadian music scene and from
there onto the world stage. In the 1990's, this
talented, hard-working group won twenty-eight
prestigious awards - from Junos to Country Music,
ECMAs and SOCAN awards. Raylene's rendition
of Rise Again, and her own composition, the hit song
"Gillis Mountain", are favourites destined to become
classics.
Raylene's solo career is comprised of Canadian
tours, prestigious international festivals, private
functions and conventions. She has a solo CD on
the market, "Lambs in Spring", and has also recorded
a Christmas album with her sisters, Heather and
Cookie. The trio do an annual Christmas tour and
did a TV special for Bravo in 2005. Raylene teamed
up with the family for their 2007 Reunion Tour and

Beòlach is Cape Breton's most well-known,
young, energetic,
instrumental band.
Formed in 1998,
this group has
spent the last nine
years
thrilling
a u d i e n c e s
throughout North
America
and
Europe with their
lively performances.
This band brings together five talented artists who
are all masters of their instruments. In addition to
the two recordings made by Beòlach, each has
released solo recordings and have provided
accompaniment on those of other musicians.
This group will showcase a dynamic mix of Cape
Breton, Scottish and Irish tunes masterfully blended
through the twin fiddles of Wendy MacIsaac and
Mairi Rankin, the harmonious piano of Mac Morin,
Patrick Gillis' upbeat guitar, and the lively whistles
and pipes of Ryan J. MacNeil.
When they appear at Chestico Days, this supergroup will be fresh off a July 2007 tour of folk festivals
in the Yukon, British Columbia, Alberta, Winnipeg
and Ontario.
Chestico Days is delighted to have this
opportunity to present such high-calibre
entertainers at the festival. Raylene will captivate
the audience with her clear, enchanting vocals, and
Beòlach's lively tunes will be unforgettable. Tickets
are available at Strathspey Place, Highway 19,
Mabou. For more information, call: 902.945.5300
or visit the website at http://strathspeyplace.com/

CANADIAN TIRE JUMPSTART FUNDING PROGRAM
Canadian Tire believes that all kids should have the chance to run, play, and grow. That’s why they
created Canadian Tire JumpStart, a community-based charitable program for families, that helps kids
in need participate in organized sports and recreational activities such as soccer, baseball, swimming,
and much more. If you can’t afford to enrol your child in one of the many recreation and sport
programs in Inverness County, because it’s hard to make ends meet, we can help. Contact the
Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department Program for an application form for the
JumpStart program, or call 787-3508/3507 for more information.
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The Inverness County Trans Canada Trail Project Update
By Blaise MacEachern, Inverness County TCT Project Chair
June 2007
Construction continues this spring on various sections of the Trans Canada Trail
between Port Hastings and Inverness. This 92 km Phase 1 section is a partnership
between The Judique Flyer Trail Association, The Ceilidh Coastal Trail Association,
The Inverness County Trails Federation and the project management trail partner:
Cape Breton Island Pathways Association. We currently have 30 Partners who have
committed to assisting the completion of this section of TCT. The right-of-way crew
are thinning and trimming in the Glendyer Blackstone area. Contractors have started ditching
this week between Port Hood and Mabou now that things are drying up.
Interpretive Signage content is being gathered by volunteers in the various communities along the trail.
After signage content accuracy verification and editing, approximately two dozen interpretive signs will be
installed next spring at selected locations, each with a description of educational, cultural, scenic or historical
interest. Various look-offs/rest areas from the Canso Canal to Inverness have been identified and several
have had some initial site development.
To date, the JCP workers have completed right-of-way thinning and chipping operations on over 70km
of trail. These workers have taken real pride in their participation of being part of a national project. They
are learning a variety of trail building skill sets, are working hard in all conditions and they really enjoy
seeing the results of a job done well. All the clearing is being done to provincial “Rails to Trails” standards
with minimum 5m right of way, 100m sight lines on turns and 3m overhead clearance. The foliage canopy
will be temporally removed until regrowth occurs. Once the right-of-way is cleared back to the minimum
standards described, it will be much easier for trail volunteers to complete ditch and mowing maintenance.
Ditching – to date various contractors have completed over 10,800m of ditching with an additional
11,000m to be completed by fall. Most of the ditching, to date, has occurred from Troy to Port Hood
Station. To date, 22 culverts have been installed or replaced and we expect that an additional 19 culverts
will be replaced in the next three months.
The D.O.T. has become a trail partner with its donation of surplus cold-planed asphalt “rack” when
repaving Route 19 in Troy last fall. Approximately 3 – 5 km of Trail from Troy Beach to Creignish will be
graded and rack put down as top coat. Once the rack is down on this section of Trail, it will provide a
stable, dust-free trail topcoat for various trail users. Bank erosion and trail stabilization and protection
solutions will be addressed at Glendyer, Centennial and Troy Beach.
Adjacent to each community, there will be at least one “Marquee” look-off/rest area complete with a
covered picnic shelter, information kiosk, benches and aesthetic fencing. Additional look offs and rest areas
are being identified as well as access solutions to communities and
services.
As construction crews work their way north to Inverness, it is
anticipated that all ditching, right-of-way clearing and culverts
installation will be completed on Phase 1 by the end of October,
2007. Next year will see the completion of all grading, approximately
35 km of topcoat, look-offs and all interpretive and precautionary
signage. We will have a multi-use trail that will be safe, scenic and
lasting. This 92 km section of Phase 1 TCT will be complete and
officially opened in September 2008.
Phase II, identifying the route from Inverness to Little Narrows, is
continuing and we expect a completed report on possible routes in
the next few weeks. Recent changes in legislation to provincial crown
land use on abandoned K roads will help find workable TCT
Continued next page...TRAILS
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route identification solutions through the county.
The Trans Canada Trail will boost the self-image of our communities and give our
citizens a healthy recreational infrastructure to enjoy the natural wonders of Inverness
County. The anticipated budget for the project is $1.9 million, with $1.2 million
raised to date. Pathways and its partners are continuing to seek out all possible
funding avenues, including cash and in-kind contributions to bring the project to
completion.
Users are advised that extensive heavy equipment movement and trucking will be
occurring on the trail and sections may be closed at any time, without notice. Bridges, too, may be closed
from time to time, without notice, for maintenance and upgrades. Crews of workers performing right-ofway clearing and chipping will be present. Although the trail is under construction and not yet completed,
it may be used at one’s own risk. PLEASE - exercise extra caution, stay on the trail, and adhere to posted
safety signage. Authorized vehicles only are permitted on the Trail at any time.
The Inverness County Trans Canada Trail will be a legacy for County residents, visitors, and our future
generations to use and enjoy.
It is thanks to the efforts and common vision of countless volunteers in our communities along the way that has
made this project so successful thus far. We would ask that if you would like to support our efforts by either
getting involved in helping out Association volunteers, or financially - it would be appreciated. Each community
trail association has a construction commitment of $4000.00. The Ceilidh Coastal Trail Association, Judique
Flyer Trail Association and The Inverness County Trails Federation currently have several opportunities for you
to help support their efforts. The Metre Sales Program is your way to help support the construction efforts of The
Trail Association of your choice by purchasing a symbolic $40.00 Metre of Trail through NS Trails. You will
receive a charitable tax receipt and a certificate of support. Forms can be picked up from any volunteer trail
builder or on the web: www.novascotiatrails.com.
Trail supporters also have the opportunity to purchase benches that will be placed at
strategic locations along the Trail. Benches are $400.00 each and each will be fitted with
a plaque recognizing donor or donors. In fact, many sponsors choose to recognize other
family members, coworkers or friends on these plaques. A tax deductible receipt will
be issued from Nova Scotia Trails Federation for each bench and metre sold. All
proceeds from metre and bench sales will be used towards the costs of construction of
the Trans Canada Trail.
If you have any questions, want to participate in the metre or bench project, or
would like to know more about The Inverness County Trans Canada Trail, please
contact any of our community volunteers or John Austin, Inverness Trails Federation
Phone: 902-945-2588, email: skyeriver@ns.sympatico.ca or Darrell Taylor, Pathways Coordinator
Phone: 902-295-3177, email: pathwayscb@yahoo.ca

Continued from previous page...PATHWAYS
move their trails projects forward. These partnerships include East Bay, Baddeck, Middle River, St. Ann’s,
Margaree, St. Peter’s. Trails have an enormous impact on the self-image, social relationships and economic
well-being of our communities, encouraging our citizens to find entertainment in healthy and wholesome
ways. Trails provide for a vast variety of users from hiking to ATV-ing at a reasonable cost of participation
and give us access to the incredible natural wonders that Cape Breton has to offer.
If you have any questions, comments or ideas about the Trans Canada Trail, or any trail in Inverness
County, or you would like more information about Pathways, please contact Darrell Taylor, Pathways
Coordinator at 902-295-3177, by fax at 902-295-1582 or by e-mail at pathwayscb@yahoo.ca.
Cape Breton Island Pathways…Would like to make every Island Trail idea a… Reality!
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Cape Breton Island Pathways Association
Cape Breton Island - Yours to Explore
Cape Breton Island Pathways Association is a not-for-profit organization whose vision is the
development of a sustainable trails infrastructure linking and enhancing the cultural,
historic and environmental heritage of the Island. Pathways Board of Directors is
comprised of 2 representatives from each County, 3 at large, 1 from First Nations and
ex-officio members from each of the 5 municipal units and 1 from Parks Canada. This
is an Island-wide volunteer Board whose members share the Pathways vision.
Pathways’ role is to lead in the facilitation, coordination and communication of Islandwide Trail development opportunities.
Besides the Trans Canada Trail project, Pathways has been involved in various
initiatives in Inverness County including:
1. Snowmobile map – Pathways worked with the snowmobile clubs to GPS and develop the Trail Guide on
thousands of kilometers of trail in Inverness and Victoria Counties. These maps are free-of- charge and
are useful tools for snowmobiling in Cape Breton.
2. Worked with snowmobile clubs to build trail around Jim Campbell’s Barren, an
environmentally sensitive area that will now be protected in perpetuity.
3. International Appalachian Trail – Pathways hosted an information evening in Inverness so
that residents could hear about the International Appalachian Trail and the potential to
piggy-back sections of the Trans Canada Trail that is being constructed in Inverness County
with the IAT initiative. This September the International Appalachian Trail’s annual general
meeting will be held in conjunction with Hike Nova Scotia’s quarterly meeting in either Inverness or
Victoria County, resulting in increased exposure of the Island’s trails systems.
4. Represented at local health fairs to inform residents of the numerous trail opportunities in the County
and to discuss the health benefits of trail use.
5. International Trails Day – Pathways takes the lead role on Cape Breton Island in advertising International
Trails Day events for all user groups and organizations. This year Pathways co-hosted a trail event along a
short section of the Trans Canada Trail in Mabou to highlight the construction efforts of both the professional
trail builders and the numerous volunteers who are helping make that trail building dream a reality. This
event was aimed specifically at local families and youth to illustrate the fun of outdoor activity and the
enjoyment of trail use.
6. Working with the Margaree ATV Club and the Margaree Highlanders Snowmobile Club to identify
possible alternate trail routes in and around the Margaree Valley to eliminate safety concerns and road and
bridge issues associated with the current routes.
7. Out of the Cycling Summit, the Cycling Steering committee was formed in partnership with Velo
Cape Breton. Items discussed include:
♦ Share the Road signs – over 100 sites identified with approval from Department of Transportation &
Public Works of which a little over 50 are located at strategic points where the road or bridge narrows.
♦ Bicycle Friendly Program – Velo Cape Breton is working with local businesses to make
their establishments bicycle-friendly environments by installing such equipment as
bike racks, having tools such as a pump, to do minor repairs or to have on hand the
telephone number and address of the nearest bicycle shop. Restaurants are encouraged
to offer high-carb meals and drying facilities for clothing, if applicable. For more
information on this initiative, please contact Jacques Cote at 902-539-8137 or by e-mail
at jacote@ca.inter.net or contact Pathways.
8. Pathways has worked, or is working with Island groups and communities to assist them
Continued on previous page...PATHWAYS
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Inverness County Senior Games 2007
by Marie Aucoin

T he Inverness Education Centre/Academy
was buzzing with activity Saturday morning
June 9th as I arrived for the Senior Games.
Over 230 county seniors were in attendance
for this, the 11th Annual Games, and they
appeared to be enjoying themselves
immensely. Some of the attendees were
busily engaged in the competitive activities Bridge, 45’s, Scrabble, Cribbage, Washer
Toss, Horseshoes and Darts, while others
participated in workshops or visited the
information booths.
Glucose and Blood Pressure testing was
available at the Freeman’s Pharmachoice
booth and the Eastern Counties Regional
Library manned a booth which provided
information on their services for seniors.
Participatory workshops included “Story
Time with the Orangedale Railway Museum”,
courtesy of Martin Boston, Jessie MacLean,
Art Robertson and Willie Joe Doucet.
Container Gardening, sponsored by the
Inverness Garden Club (which also generously
donated the major door prize for the Games)
was a popular workshop, as was “First Steps”,

Members of the Inverness Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary who made the delicious lunch
included, l - r: Theresa Smith, Mary Merlin
and Joan MacIsaac. Missing from the picture
are Olga Smith, Chris MacIsaac and Lillian
and Patricia Smith (Theresa’s daughters), who
also helped prepare the lunch.
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Above and left are some of
Eddie MacEachern’s
students from the Inverness Education
Centre/Academy who showed great school spirit by
volunteering at the Seniors’ Games. Without their help this
event would not have happened. Pictured in photo far left
is Brent Fraser. In the small photo in the middle is Travis
Timmons. In the group photo, standing left to right:
Sonya MacDonald, Courtney MacDonald, Brittany
MacKinnon and Seamus Campbell. Kneeling are
Sylvianne Poulin and Erica MacLean. Many thanks to all
of them.
a fun fitness workout led by Maggie Herbert.
“Put Some Bite in Your Nutrition” (quick foods for
on-the-go seniors) hosted by Jan McCabe of the
Department of Health, provided some excellent
information and recipes for healthy eating to the
seniors.
All of the workshops enjoyed a high
participation rate. As one of the seniors said as she
perused the booths, “I didn’t sign up for the
competitive events this year because I found that I
didn’t get to take in the booths and workshops in
previous years. I just wanted to have a chance to
check all of them out this year instead of
competing.”
Some of the clubs had booths set up to display
hand-crafted items for all to enjoy. The
craftsmanship evident in some of these was
striking. Club banners were also displayed around
the gym.
Continued next page...
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The Inverness Namara
Club brought “Stompin’
Tom” to the stage.
The audience always enjoys the afternoon entertainment
segment of the Games.

The skits are always appreciated. Above, the
Margaree New Horizons Club perform their skit
on “A Day in the Woods”.
Continued from previous page...

Participants always look forward to the delicious
lunch prepared by the Inverness Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary and this year was no exception.
The lunch break is also the time to take advantage
of the opportunity to catch up with old friends
and all the news.
The afternoon’s program of skits, stories, music
and dancing kept everyone well entertained.
Draws were held for numerous door prizes
throughout the afternoon. The addition of many
more door prizes was an added attraction that was
very well received.
The staff of the Recreation/Tourism office of the
Municipality work hard every year to organize the
event; they appreciate that so many seniors come
out to participate and support the Games while
enjoying this fun event.
[For more photos of the Senior Games turn the page.]
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Card Games attract a good number of
competitors to the Games.
The following people and clubs entertained
during the afternoon entertainment segment:
Inverness Namara Club:
Skit - Stomping Tom!
[Musical Sing-a-long: Yvon LeBlanc]
N.E. Margaree Seniors: Readings by
Mary Stepaniak and Janet Spares
St Joseph’s: Selection of songs:
Ted Aucoin with guest
Lauchie Walker of Inverness
Whycocomagh Bayville:
Reading by Julia MacLean
[Musical Sing-a-long: Yvon LeBlanc]
Margaree New Horizons:
Skit - A Day in the Woods
[Musical Sing-a-long: Yvon LeBlanc]
Port Hawkesbury Evergreen Club:
Song & Skit
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PHOTOS: Right: Yvon Leblanc
of Belle Côte entertained with a
sing-along.
Below: Top photo: There was a
workshop on good nutrition.
Middle: ECRL explained their
services to seniors.
Bottom: The lunch was
delicious!
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Thank You
The Inverness County

Recreation/
Tourism Department would like to
extend a heartfelt thank you to all of
the individuals who so generously
volunteered their time and talent
during the 11th Annual Senior Games.
Once again the seniors of the County
had the opportunity to participate in a
day of friendly competition,
entertainment and socializing. This
was made possible through the efforts
of the many volunteers who shared
their time and expertise. A very
sincere thank you goes out to the
following businesses and organizations
that provided staff and resources in
preparing for the games. Freeman’s
PharmaChoice, Inverness Lodge,
Inverness Legion, Inverness Dart
Club, Inverness Garden Club, Eastern
Counties Regional Library and The
Inverness Volunteer Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary.
A very special thank you is extended
to the students of Inverness Education
Centre/Academy who worked tirelessly
setting up the school for the day’s
events and volunteered all day Saturday
wherever they were needed. The day
would not have been possible without
their support!
Once again we would like to thank
Freeman’s PharmaChoice for their
most generous donations. Supplies
were provided for blood glucose and
blood pressure testing, bottled water
for 230 participants along with door
prizes of in–store gift certificates and a
beautiful basket filled with
merchandise. This definitely added to
the day’s enjoyment. Thank you also
to the staff of Inverness Academy who
so obligingly allow the use of their
classrooms for our events; and the
school librarian, Ruth Horowitz, who
always makes such a beautiful welcome
display in the entrance of the school to
greet the participants.
The Participaper

2007 Senior Games Results
1st Place overall – Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury – 32 points
2nd Place overall – Namara Club, Inverness - 27 points
Tied for 3rd Place overall (with 14 points each) Margaree New Horizons and NE Margaree Seniors/Pensioners Club
Darts:
1. Namara Club, Inverness
- Angus Kennedy & Mona Gillis
2. Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury
- Norman MacInnis & Bill Farrow
3. The Highlands Club, Middle River
- Maynard Burke & Jerry Byers

Scrabble:
1. Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury
- June Oliver & Hazel Fry
2. Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury
- Louise Belyea & Doris Farrow
3. Le Club des Retraités, Chéticamp
- Bill & Yvonne Helliwell

Crib:
1. Le Club des Retraités, Chéticamp
- Blanche Deveau & Elvis Deveaux
2. The Highlands Club, Middle River
- Florence Fitzgerald & Margaret Gillis
3. Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury
- John Chisholm & Hector MacIsaac

Washer Toss:
1. Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury
- Ann Marie MacInnis & Angus MacIsaac
2. Namara Club, Inverness
- Mary Tinney & Theresa MacIntyre
3. Kildonan Seniors Club, Judique
- Betty Graham & Teresa MacDonell

45’s:
1. Namara Club, Inverness
- D.R. MacKinnon & Susan Gillis
2. Margaree New Horizons
- Zabine LeBlanc & Edna Brin
3. Le Club des Retraités, Chéticamp
- Jeanette AuCoin & Adrienne Boudreau

Horseshoes:
1. Namara Club, Inverness
- Ray MacLean & Lauchie MacDonnell
2. The Highlands Club, Middle River
- Malcolm MacKenzie & Lonnie Dowe
3. Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury
- Bill Johnston & Bob Belyea

Bridge:
1. Evergreen Club, Port Hawkesbury
- Ann Campbell & Martha MacDonald
2. Chéticamp
- Mona Chiasson & Germaine Maillet
3. Seniors/Pensioners Club, NE Margaree
- Mary Stepaniak & Gen Rose

The seniors from the Evergreen Club presented a highly entertaining skit based on the following poem:

We're Fit
There's nothing whatever the matter with us.
We're as healthy as we can be.
We have arthritis in both our knees
And when we talk, it is with a wheeze.
Our pulse is weak, our blood is thin,
But we're awfully well for the shape we are in.
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Old age is golden, we've heard itbeing said.
But sometimes we wonder as we go off to bed our ears in a drawer, our teeth in a cup,
our eyes on a shelf, until we get up.
E'er sleep dims our eyes, we say to ourselves
Is there anything else we should put on the shelf!!
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Inverness County Centre for the Arts at a Glance
• Summer Art Workshops start Wednesday, July 4th, and continue through August, for children of
all ages
• July 13th,14th, 15th, Introduction to Irish Dance with Rae and Erin MacNeil
MAIN GALLERY

GREY WALL GALLERY

JULY 8
Hands Dancing Exhibit
through August
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

Hart Songs
- Ann Hart & Friends
Tony MacKinnon
Ossian

Atlantic Ballet Theatre of Canada Workshop
Inverness County Artist
Inverness County Artist

Artists Wanted for “Art In The Park” - Tuesday, July 31. Battery Provincial Park, St. Peter’s
Must be original handcrafted / homemade work. Please contact Richard McIntosh to register
or for more information: 587 - 2992 or drtcevents@stpeterscable.com

CONTACT INFORMATION - TRAILS
Cape Breton Island
Pathways Association
Attn: Mary Ann Cranton
PO Box 41Margaree Centre, NS
B0E 2H0
295-3177
www.pathwayscb.ca
[Central resource for trails
and waterways]
Cape Mabou Trail System
c/o Ian Sherman
PO Box 528
Inverness, NS
B0E 1N0
258-2848
Ceilidh Coastal Trails Association
c/o Gerard Graham
2638 Highway 19
Creignish, NS
B9A 1B1
625-3643
Inverness County Trails Federation
c/o John Austin
RR 2 Whycocomagh
NS B0E 3M0
945-2588
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Judique Flyer Trails Association
c/o Blaise MacEachern
206 Hillsdale Road
Judique, NS
B0E 1P0
787-3251

Meat Cove Trails
c/o Derrick MacLellan
2348 Meat Cove Road
Meat Cove, NS
B0E 1E0
383-3381

Maple Ridge Runners ATV Club
c/o Bernie MacNeil
1301 Highway 19
Troy, NS
B9A 1E7
625-3675

West Mabou Trails
c/o Nadine Hunt
RR 2 Port Hood
West Mabou, NS
B0E 2W0
945-2408

Margaree & Area
Development Association
c/o Marilyn Harrison
General Delivery
Margaree Harbour, NS
B0E 1C0
248-2226

Whycocomagh Development
Association Office
Marilyn MacLeod
Po Box 329
Whycocomagh, NS
B0E 3M0
756-2627
Cape Breton Highlands
National Park
1 888-773-8888
Locally: 224-2306

TRAIL WEBSITES:

L

Cape Breton Island Pathways: www.pathwayscb.ca
Nova Scotia Trails Federation: www.novascotiatrails.com
NS Trans Canada Trail Website: www.trailtc.ns.ca
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Continued from page 2...DIRECTOR’S DESK
INSTRUCTORS WANTED:
Inverness County Recreation/Tourism
Fall/Winter Recreation Programming
The Inverness County Recreation/Tourism
Department is in the process of planning
Winter/Fall recreation programs
for Inverness County children/
youth and adults. These
programs include recreational
camps for children; morning,
evening or weekend recreational
classes for youth and adults; and sport clinics
and workshops.
We are looking for instructors for various
activities relating to: Fitness: Activity Days,
Hiking, Yoga, Martial Arts, Tai-Chi.
Sport: Basketball, Volleyball, Tennis, Flag
Football, Red Cross Swimming Program.
Dance: Adult’s/Children’s HipHop, Jazz, Ballet, Ballroom.
Crafts: Jewellery-Making, Bead
Work, Painting, Weaving, Pottery.
Hobbies: Photography, Woodworking, Cooking, Home Maintenance.
Music: Guitar, Piano, Fiddle, Piping, Song
(Group or individual lessons).
Technology: Word-processing, Spreadsheets,
email, basic internet, Adobe Photoshop,
Pagemaker publishing
software, InDesign
publishing software, Quark
Express, E-Bay, YouTube,
My Space, Facebook or other
software applications and/or
internet site how-to’s.
Please contact us if you
you would like to instruct a class and
have experience and/or talent in any of these
areas or in any other area not listed above (as
these are given simply as examples of possible
instructional courses.)
More information on locations, etc., is
available by calling our office at (902) 7873508 or Email:
annalee.maceachern@invernesscounty.ca.
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SUMMER/FALL EVENTS BROCHURE
Our bright orange 2007 Summer & Fall Events brochure is
once again brimming with information on dances, festivals,
concerts, ceilidhs, special events and outdoor activities.
Lobsterpalooza 2007 is a new “feast-ival”, celebrated around
the Cabot Trail this year. For more information be sure to
visit www.lobsterpalooza.ca. There is certainly lots to see and
do in Inverness County this summer!
Our brochures and the Inverness County visitor’s guide,
The Sunset Side of Cape Breton Island, are both available at the
Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department located
in Port Hood. This publication is also available at Visitor
Information Centres on Cape Breton Island. Pick them up
and send to family and friends planning to visit this summer
or fall!

Programmers - Inverness County
Belle Côte/
St. Joseph Du Moine
Julia Tompkins
PO Box 651, Margaree Forks
NS, BOE 1A0
Phone: (902) 224-1744
Chéticamp:
Clifford Maillet
PO Box 900, Chéticamp
NS, B0E 1H0
Phone: (902) 224-5304(w)/
(902) 224-3552 (h)
Glendale:
Marion Gillis
RR1 West Bay Road
NS, B0E 3L0
Phone: (902) 625-2357
Inverness:
Anna Lee MacEachern
PO Box 546, Inverness
NS, B0E 1N0
Phone: (902) 258-2089
Judique:
Eileen Smith and
Joyce Rankin
Judique
NS, B0E 1P0
Phone: (902) 787-2358 or
(902) 787-2228
Mabou:
Eddie MacNeil
PO Box 68, Mabou
NS, B0E 1X0
Phone: (902) 945-2493

Margaree Centre:
Margaree Valley
Amanda Ross
Margaree Centre
BOE 1ZO
Phone: (902) 248-2146
Pleasant Bay:
Cheryl Timmons
214 Pleasant Bay Rd.
Pleasant Bay,
NS, B0E 2P0
Phone: (902) 224-1311 (h)/
(902) 224-1947 (library)
Port Hood:
Margie Beaton
184 Little Mabou Road
RR 1
Port Hood, NS
B0E 2W0
PHONE: (902) 787-2845
Scotsville:
Verna MacMillan
3054 Route #395
East Lake Ainslie
NS, B0E 3M0
Phone: (902) 258-2278
West Bay/ West Bay Road
Tricia MacColl
RR 1 West Bay Road
NS B0E 3L0
Phone: (902) 625-5133
Whycocomagh:
Marguerite MacRitchie
Phone # 756-2385

Anna Lee MacEachern, Program Coordinator
Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department
PO Box 179, Port Hood, NS, BOE 2WO
Tel: (902) 787-3508, Fax:(902) 787-3110
Email: amaceachern@invernessco.com
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Are you a visitor to our area? Do you want to connect with family at
home? Visit our branches and enjoy the wireless connectivity and free use
of the internet to email your friends and family! For anyone wanting to
learn a few basics on how to use a computer, send emails, etc., call Jonathan,
the summer C@P student at the Drs. Coady & Tompkins Library in Margaree Forks at 248-2821 during
Library hours.
SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Kids, check out our TD Summer Reading Club! This summer the theme is "Lost Worlds", with everything
from ancient Egyptians through to Atlantis and Dinosaurs! Registration for the program being offered at
the Drs. Coady & Tompkins Library in Margaree Forks will take place on Tuesday, July 3 at 10:30 am. A
special TD Summer Reading Club story time will be held at the Judique Libr@ry Link site on Tuesday,
July 3 at 3:00pm. The program is free. Visit your branch library or Libr@ry Link site to pick up activity
booklets, stickers, and posters.
BOOKS BY MAIL AND HOME DELIVERY
We provide a free Books by Mail service for library books only for persons who live in the more rural areas
of the County. For persons who, because of a physical handicap or other reason, cannot easily leave their
home, we will also provide door to door service with reading materials chosen by our staff to reflect individual
preferences.
For further information, please contact Eastern Counties Regional Library at 747-2597.
Website ecrl.library.ns.ca
Email: info@nsme.library.ns.ca
BRANCHES: SUMMER HOURS: JULY AND AUGUST, 2007 (Call the relevant branch for September hours)
MARGAREE FORKS Tel/Fax: 248-2821
Monday
1:30 - 4:30 & 6:30 - 8:30
Tuesday & Wednesday
6:30 - 8:30
Thursday
10:00 - 12:00
1:30 - 4:30 & 6:30 - 8:30
Friday
1:30 - 4:30
Saturday
1:30 - 4:00

MULGRAVE Tel: 747-2597 Fax: 747-2500
Monday 10:30 - 12:30 &
Tuesday & Wednesday
Thursday
Friday & Saturday

2:00 - 8:00
2:30 - 8:00
1:00 - 4:00
CLOSED

PT HAWKESBURY
Tel/Fax 625-2729
Monday, Wednesday &
Thursday 3:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Friday
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Saturday
CLOSED

HOURS: LIBR@RY LINKS: JULY, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2007
CHÉTICAMP, ÉCOLE NDA
(every 4 weeks) Wednesday
3:00 - 5:30; 6:00 - 7:30
July 25 August 22 September 19

INVERNESS ACADEMY
(every 2 weeks) Thursday
2:00 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 8:00
July 12, 26 Aug. 9, 23 Sept 6, 20

July 3, 31

MABOU, DALBRAE ACADEMY
(every 2 weeks) Wednesday
3:45 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 8:00

PORT HOOD RESOURCE CENTRE
(every 4 weeks) Tuesday
3:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30

July 4, 18 August 1, 15, 29
September 12, 26

July 17 August 14 September 11

WHYCOCOMAGH EDUCATION CTR
(every 4 weeks) Wednesday
3:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 8:00
July 11 August 8 September 5
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JUDIQUE COMMUNITY CENTRE
(every 4 weeks) Tuesday
4:30 - 5:30 & 6:00 - 7:30
August 28

September 25

ST. JOSEPH DU MOINE/ (every 2 weeks)
CENTRE SAINT-JOSEPH Thursday
12:00 - 5:15 & 6:00 - 8:00
July 5, 19 August 2, 16, 30
September 13, 27

GIANT USED BOOK SALE! The Eastern Counties Regional Library presents the
8th Annual Giant Used Book Sale during the Scotia Days Festival. The sale will
be held on Saturday, July 21 from 8:30am - 12:00 noon in the basement of
Library Headquarters, 390 Murray Street, Mulgrave. There will be thousands of
titles to choose from at bargain prices! For information, call 747-2597.
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MUNICIPALITY

COUNTY
DIRECTORY

OF THE

OF

INVERNESS

MAIN SWITCHBOARD ................................................. 787-2274
Fax - All Departments .............................................. 787-3110
EXECUTIVE OFFICES:
Warden ................................................................. 787-3514
Chief Administrative Clerk .................................. 787-3500
CAO Secretary ...................................................... 787-3501
FINANCE DEPARTMENT:
Director ................................................................. 787-3511
Tax Collector ........................................................ 787-3510
Accounting ........................................................... 787-3505
Data Processing .................................................... 787-3505
BUILDING AND FIRE INSPECTORS:
Port Hawkesbury .................................................. 625-5362
Port Hood ............................................................. 787-2900
ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT:
Administration ...................................................... 787-3502
............................................................................ 787-3503
Water Utilities ....................................................... 787-3503
Emergency Sewer &
Water Maintenance 24 Hrs ................................. 258-3335
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DIVISIONS:
General Inquiries .................................................. 625-5361
Toll Free .................................................... 1-888-625-5361
E-911 Civic Addressing ...................................... 625-5366
RECREATION AND TOURISM:
Assistant /Recreation & Tourism ......................... 787-3507
Adult Education & School Programs
Coordinator ...................................................... 787-3508
Tourism Toll-Free ..................................... 1-800-567-2400
Community Services ............................................ 787-4000
Toll-Free ................................................... 1-800-252-2275
Inverness County Home Care ............................. 787-3449
Municipal Homes:
Foyer Père Fiset ................................................ 224-2087
Inverary Manor ................................................ 258-2842
Rural Cape Breton District Planning Commission:
Main Office ...................................................... 625-5361
Building Inspector:
Port Hawkesbury .............................................. 625-5361
Building Inspector:
Port Hood ......................................................... 787-2900
Strait Highlands Regional Development Agency (SH-RDA)
Port Hawkesbury .............................................. 625-3929
County Website & Email Addresses:
www.invernesscounty.ca
email: recreation@invernessco. com
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Félicitations aux finissants de 2007

Inverness County is a photographer’s paradise. There are numerous scenes such as these just waiting to be
captured by a camera. This photo was taken at La Digue in Chéticamp at 7:30 p.m., June 16th 2007,
when a fog had rolled into town to play hide-and-seek in the nooks and crannies.

[June 2007 Photo by: Marie Aucoin]

The Warden, Councillors and Staff
of the Municipality of Inverness County
Congratulate all 2007 Graduates
Page 32

The Participaper

