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NO‘IA.‘SC TIA 8 Floor North, Maritime Centre
1505 Barrington Street
. . PO Box 216
Department of Municipal Affairs Halifax, NS B3] 2M4

File No.: 25-0474
Log No.: 25-030

August 22, 2025

Keith MacDonald

Chief Administrative Officer
Municipality of the County of Inverness
375 Main Street

Port Hood, NS B9A 2R7

Dear Keith MacDonald:
Re: Municipal Planning Strategy and Land Use By-law: Repeal and Replace
Adopted by Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness: May 22, 2025

Pursuant to Section 208(6) of the Municipal Government Act, the Minister of Municipal Affairs has
approved, with amendments, the above-noted documents.

Every municipality is required to adopt Planning documents that are reasonably consistent with the
Statements of Provincial Interest (SP1) and Minimum Planning Requirements Regulations. The above-
noted documents were determined not to meet the provisions related to soils in the SPI Regarding
Agricultural Lands and the provisions in the Regulations regarding the inclusion of small options homes
in all areas where residential is allowed. The amendments made by the Minister, therefore, are to
ensure that the Planning documents are reasonably consistent with the legislation and Regulations.

Subsection 208(8) requires that Council cause a notice to be published in the local newspaper or on the
Municipality's website advising that the documents are in effect on the date of the notice and stating
where the documents may be inspected.

Enclosed are two copies of the Planning documents, each with a copy of the Minister’s approval of the
documents, with amendments.

Should you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact either Daniel Bryce,
Senior Planner (daniel.bryce @ novascotia.ca) or me.

Sincerely,

%/)?77 /! TitAulind,

Dawn Sutherland, MCIP, LPP, MBA
Provincial Director of Planning

c: John Bain, Eastern District Planning Commission

Encl.
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF INVERNESS
MUNICIPALITY OF COUNTY OF INVERNESS IMIUNICIPAL PLANNING STRATEGY
AND LAND USE BY-LAW
APPROVED BY COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF INVERNESS:
MAy 22, 2025

The Municipality of the County of Inverness’ Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS) and Land Use
By-law (LUB), approved by Council of the Municipality of the County of Inverness at a meeting
held on May 22, 2025, are approved pursuant to Subsection 208 (6) of the Municipal
Government Act, with the following amendments:

AMENDMENT #1
Regarding the inclusion of key policy to minimize topsoil removal:
Insert in MPS Section 3.2.5 Agriculture Potential Zone after Policy 3-24 the following,

a. Policy 3-24a: Council shall consider measures to reduce topsoil removal on high-value
agricultural soils.

AMENDMENT #2
Regarding the inclusion of small options homes in the Municipality of the County of Inverness’
Land Use By-law:

In Part 33 Definitions, in the definition of Dwelling Unit, after “...from a common hallway or
staircase inside the building.” insert “A Dwelling Unit shall include a small options home.”
for a revised definition of Dwelling Unit, which reads:

Dwelling Unit means one or more habitable rooms intended for use by one
household or more individuals as an independent and separate housekeeping
establishment. A dwelling unit shall be located inside a dwelling and include both
kitchen and sanitary facilities provided for the exclusive use of the individual or
individuals within that unit and shall also include a private entrance from outside
the building or from a common hallway or stairway inside the building. A Dwelling
Unit shall include a small options home.

Dated at Halifax Regional Municipality, Nova Scotia, this 20" day of August, 2025.
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Honourable John A. Lohr
Minister of Municipal Affairs
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